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K. Weitzmann, Illustrations in Roll and Codex. A Study of the 
Ongin and Method of Text Illustration, 2nd ed., Princeton, 
1970, pp. 130-33, 228-29, and 240. Idem, Late Antique 
and Early Christian Book Illumination, New York, 1977, pp. 
15-24. On the other hand, T. Klauser (Jahrbuch für Antike 
und Christentum, IV, 1961, pp. 128-45) believes that the 
abbreviated style of catacomb painting and Early Christian 
sarcophagi was primarily derived from gems and signet 
rings, whether Jewish or pagan. Ibid., pp. 130-34 for a 
comprehensive survey of the pre-Constantinian scenes with 
their locations and with bibliographical notes. 


76. E. Stommel, “Zur Problem der frühchristlichen 
Jonasdarstellungen,” Jahrbuch für Antike und Chnstentum, I, 
1958, pp. 112-13. À unique set of four sculptures of the 
jonah story (three of them in the round) and one of the 
Good Shepherd (Cat. nos. 364-68) belong to The Cleve- 
land Museum of Art. See W. D. Wixom, "Early Christian 
Sculpture at Cleveland," The Bulletin of The Cleveland Mu- 
seum of Art, LIV, March 1967, pp. 67-88. 


77. No extant, illustrated Christian Bibles or Gospel 
books can be dated prior to the fifth century. (See refer- 
ences above, note 75.) The fifty copies of the Scriptures 
that Constantine ordered Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea 
(Vita Constantini 4. 36-37) to prepare for the churches in 
Constantinople were to be written on parchment; but they 
probably had no miniatures. 


78. The earliest examples are in the crypt of Lucina 
and the so-called “sacrament chapels” (cubicula A2 and Ag) 
in the catacomb of Callistus. See J. Wilpert, Die Malereien 
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der Katakomben Roms, Freiburg i. Br., 1901, pls. 27.3, 29.1, 
and 39.2. On the sarcophagı, the oldest one is in Sta. Maria 
Antiqua in Rome: F. W. Deichmann, G. Bovini, and 
H. Brandenburg, Repertorium der chnstlich-antiken Sarko- 
phage, I, Wiesbaden, 1967, no. 747, pl. 117. For pagan 
antecedents, see J. Leipoldt, Die urchnistliche Taufe im Lichte 
der Religionsgeschichte, Leipzig, 1928. 


79. The early examples of banquet scenes are more 
numerous than scenes of baptism. See, for instance, J. Wil- 
pert, Die Malereien der Katakomben Roms, pls. 15.1-2, 27.2, 
41.1-3, 57, 65.2, 132.1, 133.1, distributed in the cata- 
combs of Priscilla, Callistus, and Peter and Marcellinus. 
For late third-century sarcophagi, cf. the lid of the sar- 
cophagus of Baebia Hertofila in the Museo Nazionale Ro- 
mano in Rome. F. W. Deichmann et al., Repertorium der 
christlich-antiken Sarkophage, I, no. 778, pl. 124. 


8o. J. Wilpert, Die Malereien der Katakomben Roms, pls. 
27.1 and 28. For the fish symbol of Christ, see J. Enge- 
mann in Reallexikon für Antike und Chnstentum, VII, 1968, 
cols. 1022-97, s.v. “Fisch, Fischer, Fischfang.” 


81. Ignatius Ephesians 20:2. 


82. For Madonna and child images, cf. the two in the 
catacomb of Priscilla —one with a figure pointing to a star, 
usually identified as Balaam (cf. Num. 24:17), the other in 
the cubiculum of the Velatio; reproduced in J. Wilpert, Die 
Malereien der Katakomben Roms, pls. 22 and 81. In the Coe- 
meterium Maius (ibid., pls. 207-09) the scene may be a 
portrait of the deceased with her child—the two Chi Rho 
monograms suggest a date after 312. For Adoration of the 
Magi scenes, cf. those in the catacombs of Domitilla and 
Massimo; ibid., pls. 116.1, 141, 212, and 239. On sarco- 
phagi, the scene does not appear until the first third of the 
fourth century. For examples, see F. W. Deichmann et al., 
Repertorium der chnstlich-antiken Sarkophage, 1, nos. 662, 670, 
803, 835, and 887. 


83. E. Kirschbaum, S. J., The Tombs of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, J. Murray, S. J., trans., London, 1959, pp. 34-42, pl. 
3. J. M. C. Toynbee and J. B. Ward-Perkins, The Shrine of 
St. Peter and the Vatican Excavations, London, 1956, pp. 72- 


74, 116-17, pl. 32. 


84. For texts and references to monuments, see 
L. Koep and A. Hermann in Reallexikon für Antike und 
Christentum, III, 1955, cols. 284-94, s.v. "Consecratio II 
(Kaiserapotheose)." Eusebius Vita Constantini 4. 73, men- 
tions coins struck at Constantine death showing the em- 
peror with head veiled, sitting in a chariot drawn by four 
horses as he ascended into heaven. L. Koep, "Die Konsek- 
rationsmünzen Kaiser Konstantins und ihre religionspoli- 
tische Bedeutung,” Jahrbuch für Antike und Christentum, I, 
1958, pp. 94-104, pl. 6b. The pagan tradition is preserved 
in an archaizing ivory diptych leaf of the fifth century 
[Cat. no. 60] in the British Museum. The adaptation for 
the ascension of Elijah is portrayed on the sarcophagus in 
S. Ambrogio, Milan, and on the wooden doors of Sta. Sa- 
bina, Rome. See W. F. Volbach, Early Chnstian Art, New 
York, 1961, pls. 46 and 104. 
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85. Eusebius’ letter is extant only in excerpts read at 
the Council of 787. See H. Koch, Die altchnstliche Bilder- 
frage nach den literarischen Quellen, Göttingen, 1917 (For- 
schungen zur Religion und Literatur des Alten und Neuen 
Testaments, N. F., X), pp. 42-43. 


86. Le Liber Pontificalis, L. Duchesne, ed., with correc- 
tions by C. Vogel, Paris, 1955 (Bibliotheque des écoles 
francaises d’Athenes et de Rome), I, p. 172. See M. T. 
Smith, "The Lateran Fastigium. A Gift of Constantine the 
Great,” Rivista di Archeologia Cristiana, XLVI, 1970, pp. 
149-75. U. Nilgen, “Das Fastigium in den Basilica Con- 
stantiniana und vier Bronzesäulen des Lateran," Römische 


Quartalschnfi, LXXII, 1977, pp. 1-31. 


87. A. Grabar, Christian Iconography. A Study of Its Ongins, 
London, 1969 (The A. W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine 
Arts, 1961), pp. 124-27. Y. Christe, "Victoria-Imperium- 
Judicium. Un schéme antique de pouvoir dans l'art paléo- 
chrétien et médiéval," Rivista di Archeologia Cristiana, XLIX, 
1973, PP- 87-109. 


88. A fine example, with angels, is the sarcophagus of 
a child in the Archaeological Museum of Istanbul; repro- 
duced in W. F. Volbach, Early Chnstian Art, pl. 75. Three 
Passion sarcophagi in the Museo Pio Cristiana (see below, 
note 98) show a wreathed monogram surmounting a cross, 
with two phoenixes above the crossarm and two soldiers 
below it, thus making a symbol of the Resurrection of 
Christ. The pediment of one end of the sarcophagus in 
S. Ambrogio, Milan, shows the wreathed monogram with 
phoenixes and with an Alpha and Omega; W. F. Volbach, 
Early Chnstian Art, pl. 47. 


89. The relic is first mentioned by Cyril of Jerusalem 
Catecheses 4. 10, 10. 19, and 13. 4 (ca. 350). The Itinerarium 
of Egeria, sec. 37 (ca. 400), speaks of a gilded silver casket 
in which it was kept. The jeweled encásement may have 
been a gift of Theodosius II (408-50). Two monumental 
representations of the True Cross relic are in the apse 
mosaic of Sta. Pudenziana, Rome, and S. Apollinare in 
Classe, Ravenna—the former of the early fifth, the latter 
of the mid-sixth century. See W. F. Volbach, Early Christian 
Art, pls. 130 and 173. Ibid., pls. 101 and 245, for smaller 
objects—an ivory plaque in the Cathedral Treasury of 
Milan (mid-fifth century) and a silver plate in the Hermi- 
tage, Leningrad (late sixth century). The cross as a sign of 
victory is well known in the hymn Pange lingua of Venantius 
Fortunatus (569). 


go. The earliest painting of Christ in this form is 
probably the one in the syncretistic hypogeum of the Au- 
relii on the Viale Manzoni, Rome, which may be a scene of 
Christ teaching the apostles (gnosis?). A. Grabar, Early 
Chnstian Art, p. 209, no. 230. (See note g1 below.) 


91. Catacomb paintings of the fourth century begin to 
reflect more monumental sources: in Domitilla, and Mark 
and Marcellinus (J. Wilpert, Die Malereien der Katakomben 
Roms, pls. 148.2, 193, and 177), and in Jordani (P. du 
Bourguet, Art paléochrétien, Paris, 1970, p. 121). Sar- 
cophagi portrayals often show Christ seated or standing 


MASSEY H. SHEPHERD, JR. 


on a mount, with the rivers of paradise flowing from it, or 
on the caelus, a mythological figure holding the dome of 
heaven. A typical example is the sarcophagus of Probus ın 
the Grottoes of St. Peter's; F. W. Deichmann et al., Reper- 
torium der christlich-antiken Sarkophage, Y, no. 678, pl. 107. 
For the image on smaller objects, see the caskets repro- 
duced in W. F. Volbach, Early Christian Art, pls. 86, 95, and 
111; in apsidal mosaics, ibid., pls. 130 and 1398. 


92. The traditio legis scenes are numerous in many me- 
dia, beginning with the mid-fourth-century mosaic in Sta. 
Costanza, Rome ( P. du Bourguet, Art paléochrétien, p. 129). 
An inventory of the scenes, some thirty-four in all, with an 
acute critique, is given in F. Nikolasch, "Zur Deutung der 
‘Dominus-legem-dat’ Szene,” Römische Quartalschnft, LXIV, 


1969, pp. 35-73. 


99. A type of sarcophagus known as “wreath and star” 
shows the wreathed monogram above a cross with the 
phoenixes and soldiers in the center and, on either side, 
six apostles with crowns over their heads interspersed with 
stars (see above, note 88). Thus Christ the Victor bestows 
the crowns in the heavenly region. For examples in Arles, 
Manosque, Rome (S. Sebastiano), and the Palermo cathe- 
dral, see J. Wilpert, I sarcofagi cristiani antichi, Rome, 1929, 
I, pls. 12.4, 18.5; II, pls. 192.6, 238.7, 239.2. In the ceiling 
mosaic of the Anan Baptistery in Ravenna, ca. 500, the 
apostles, in two semicircles, carry their crowns to the cush- 
ioned throne on which stands the jeweled cross (hetormasia), 


symbol of Christ; reproduced in W. F. Volbach, Early 


Christian Art, pl. 149. Soon after, the originally Arian church, 
now known as S. Apollinare Nuovo, had mosaics installed, 
showing a procession of male martyrs on the lower frieze 
of the right wall who bring their crowns to Christ en- 
throned. (On the left wall is a similar procession of female 
martyrs who bring their crowns to the enthroned Theoto- 
kos.) See the illuminating commentary in O. von Simson, 
Sacred Fortress, Chicago, 1948, pp. 81-98, pls. 30 and 34. 


94. W. F. Volbach, Early Christian Art, pl. 130. E. Dass- 
mann, "Das Apsismosaik von S. Pudentiana in Rom. Phi- 
losophische, imperiale und theologische Aspekte in einem 
Christusbild am Beginn des 5. Jahrhunderts" Römische 
Quartalschnft, LXV, 1970, pp. 67-81. 


95. W. F. Volbach, Early Chnstian Art, pl. 158. Cf. pl. 
39, the mid-fourth-century mosaic in Sta. Costanza, Rome, 
where Christ, seated on the orb of the world, gives the keys 
to St. Peter. 


96. Discussion of the propriety, intent, and meaning 
of pictures in churches engaged many of the Church fath- 
ers in the late fourth and early fifth centuries. Cf., for ex- 
ample, the description by Paulinus of Nola Carmina 27-28, 
of the Old and New Testament scenes in his churches. See 
H. Koch, Die altchnstliche Bilderfrage, pp. 58—77. E. Kitzin- 
ger, “The Cult of Images in the Age before Iconoclasm,” 
pp. 88-95. A. Ferrua, Le pitture della nuova catacomba di Via 
Latina, pp. 96-97. A. Grabar, Christian Iconogmphy, pp. 87- 
106. K. Weitzmann, Late Antique and Early Christian Book 
Illumination, pp. 18-21. 


Christology 


97. Only a few notable examples can be listed here. 
The earliest extant narrative mosaics are in Sta. Maria 
Maggiore, Rome, ca. 432-40—the Nativity cycle on the 
triumphal arch, Old Testament scenes on the nave walls. 
See C. R. Morey, Early Chnstian Art, Princeton, 1942, pp. 
146-55, and A. Grabar, Christian Iconography, pp. 47-49, 
pls. 130-44. Later mosaics are in S. Apollinare Nuovo, 
Ravenna, with miracles of Christ on the left, Passion scenes 
on the right; O. von Simson, Sacred Fortress, pp. 76—79, pls. 
30, 32-35, and 42. Notable examples on sarcophagi are 
those of Adelphia, Museo Nazionale, Syracuse, ca. 340, 
and of Junius Bassus [Cat. no. 386], Grottoes of St. Peter's, 
dated 359; reproduced in W. F. Volbach, Early Christian 
Art, pls. 37-39 and 41-43. The two front alabaster col- 
umns of the ciborium of S. Marco, Venice, early fifth cen- 
tury, have scenes from the life of Christ; reproduced in 
ibid., pls. 82-83. Cf. also the carved wooden doors of Sta. 
Sabina, Rome, early fifth century, with Old and New Tes- 
tament scenes [Cat. no. 438]. For ivories, cf. the late fourth- 
century casket (lipsanothek) in the Museo Civico, Brescia, 
with scenes of the Old and New Testaments; W. F. Vol- 
bach, Elfenbeinarbeiten der Spätantike und des frühen Mittelal- 
ters, grd ed., Mainz, 1967, no. 107. For ivory Gospel covers, 
see below, note 99. Lastly, among the ivories, the episcopal 
throne of Archbishop Maximianus (545-53), Museo Ar- 
civescovile, Ravenna [Cat. fig. 65]. For illuminated manu- 
scripts, see K. Weitzmann, Late Antique and Early Christian 
Book Illumination, with bibliography and color plates. In sil- 
ver, cf. the reliquary casket in S. Nazaro Maggiore, Milan, 
from the end of the fourth century; reproduced in W. F. 
Volbach, Early Christian Art, pls. 110-15. 


98. F. W. Deichmann et al., Repertorium der chnstlich- 
antiken Sarkophage, 1, nos. 49, 57—59, 61, 106, 151, 164, 
171, and 174. 


99. There are five, possibly six, pairs of these ivory 
covers, only three of which are complete and in the same 
museum. Each of them is, or was originally, a five-part dip- 
tych, with a large central panel showing either the Theotokos 
or Christ, two horizontal panels at the top and the bottom, 
and two vertical panels on either side of the central one. 
For the two fifth-century examples, see W. F. Volbach, El- 

fenbeinarbeiten, nos. 112—13—a pair of vertical panels from 
a five-part diptych, one in Berlin, the other in Paris—and 
no. 119, a complete pair in the Cathedral Treasury, Milan. 
The extant sixth-century diptychs show one common fea- 
ture: the top horizontal panel has a wreathed cross sup- 
ported on each side by an angel. See ibid., nos. 142 and 
145, for the two complete diptychs in the Bibliotheque Na- 
tionale, Paris, and the Matenadaran, Yerevan, Armenia; 
and no. 125, for the diptych leaf in the Museo Nazionale, 
Ravenna. A group similar to the Ravenna leaf, with the 
Theotokos in the center, was put together for the Metropoli- 
tan Museum’s exhibition from various museums; see Cat. 
nos. 457-61 (Volbach, Elfenbeinarbeiten, nos. 126—29). Fi- 
nally, a panel of the Theotokos, in the British Museum, Lon- 
don, ibid., no. 131, was undoubtedly at one time part of 
such a diptych. 


100. F. W. Deichmann et al., Repertorium der chnstlich- 
antiken Sarkophage, 1, no. 43, pl. 14, in the Museo Pio Cris- 


119 


tiana. In 1974, a similar sarcophagus was discovered in 
Trinquetaille near Arles (now in the Musée d’Art Chrétien 
in Arles), with the same creation theme, but with four 
rather than three figures. Hence, doubts as to the Trinitar- 
ian dogma of the scene have been cogently raised by 
J. Engemann, “Zu den Dreifaltigkeitsdarstellungen der 
frühchristlichen Kunst: Gab es ım 4. Jahrhundert anthro- 
pomorphe Trinitätsbilder?” in Jahrbuch für Antike und 
Christentum, XIX, 1976, pp. 157-72, pls. 10-20. He argues 
that the third and fourth figures are assisting angels. 


101. See the general discussion, with examples of Trin- 
itarian and Incarnational portrayals, in A. Grabar, Christian 
Iconography, pp. 112-46. As early as Justin Martyr (Dialo- 
gus cum Tryphone 56 and 128) and Irenaeus (Adversus haereses 
4- 7, 4) one of the three visitors to Abraham in Gen. 18 
was considered to be the Logos (the Son). This interpreta- 
tion seems to be accepted in the upper portion of the nave 
panel of the scene in Sta. Maria Maggiore, Rome. Cf. C. R. 
Morey, Early Christian Art, pp. 146-47. On the other hand, 
St. Augustine De Trinitate 2. 10—11, rejects this interpreta- 
tion and states that the three were a theophany of the one 
God who spoke to Abraham. This accords with the mosaic 
of the scene in S. Vitale, Ravenna, where all three visitors 
are alike and have halos (O. von Simson, Sacred Fortress, pl. 
14). On the visions of the glorified Christ in an aureole, 
Grabar rightly points to the fifth-century mosaic in the 
chapel of Hosios David in Thessalonike (W. F. Volbach, 
Early Christian Art, pl. 134). The same may be true of the 
obscure panel (second row, far right) on the doors of Sta. 
Sabina, Rome (ibid., pl. 103). 


102. O. von Simson, Sacred Fortress, pp. 69-71. 


103. E. Kitzinger, "The Cult of Images in the Age be- 
fore Iconoclasm,” pp. 90-115. 


104. E. Kitzinger, "On Some Icons of the Seventh Cen- 
tury, Late Classical and Mediaeval Studies in Honor of Albert 
Mathias Friend, K. Weitzmann, ed., Princeton, 1955, pp. 


192—50. 


105. Tertullian Adversus Marcionem 3. 22, and De corona 
3; Minucius Felix Octavius 9; Lactantius Institutiones divinae 
4. 27; Origen Selecta in Ezekielem, quoted in F. J. Dölger, 
“Beiträge zur Geschichte des Kreuzzeichens II,” Jahrbuch 
für Antike und Christentum, II, 1959, pp. 15-16. 


106. Justin Martyr Apologia 1. 55, and Dialogus cum Try- 
phone 86-91 (on Old Testament types of the cross). 


107. A cross sign is very rare. There is one in the third- 
century hypogeum of the Aurelii on the Via Manzone, 
Rome, belonging to a syncretistic sect. Its interpretation is 
disputed. See C. Cecchelli, J! trionfa della croce. La croce e i 
santi segni prima e dopo Costantino, Rome, 1954, fig. 54. Oth- 
ers known to me are the one inscribed on a loculus beneath 
the names (in Greek letters) of Rouphina and Eirene in a 
third-century gallery of the catacomb of Callistus (E. Josi, 
Il cimitero di Callisto, fig. 20); and a graffito on a third-cen- 
tury columbarium in the catacomb of S. Sebastiano, in 
which a Tau cross is inserted after the first letter of the 
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Success and Failure ın 
Late Antique Church Planning* 


I'M GOING to start with a church right in the midst 
of Rome and well known— by hearsay, since with a 
succession of excuses it has been closed to visitors 
these last twenty-five years—Sto. Stefano Rotondo 
(Fig. 1).! Were you to enter, you would see a tall cy- 
lindrical center nave (A) over 21 meters (70 Roman 
feet) in height as well as width. Carried by twenty- 
one gray granite columns with crude Ionic capitals 
and surmounted by an architrave, this nave was lit 
by windows, twenty-one originally, high up in the 
clerestory wall (Fig. 2). In the window zone, you 
might notice a setback in the wall; it has been ex- 
plained by Deichmann, rightly I think, as the spring- 
ing for a dome of light material, planned but never 
built;? and from the interpenetration of the window 
arches into the foot of the dome you'd realize that 
the vault would have been scalloped—a pumpkin 
dome. You would also see a triple arcade thrown 
across the nave in the twelfth century and resting on 
top of huge red granite columns. Leaving the nave, 
you would walk into a wide enveloping ambulatory 
(B), its wall articulated by colonnaded arcades di- 
vided into eight groups—four with five higher arches, 
and four with six lower ones. All are now blocked, 
except for the group of five to the east, which opens 
into a tall and deep chapel (C), and one to the west, 
which opens toward a small medieval apse. Were you 
to penetrate into the garden around the building, 
you would notice that the arcades of the ambulatory 
are blocked with characteristic medieval masonry. 
You would also encounter, 10.40 meters (35 Roman 
feet) from the arcaded ambulatory wall, another cir- 
cular wall built of brick like the rest of the structure. 
You would notice that three chapels like the one to 
the east (C) originally extended north, west, and 
south to the outer ring wall—traces of their side 


walls remain (Fig. 3); that the sectors between the 
chapels were each divided by a low wall into a nar- 
row section (E) adjoining the outer ring and a wider 
inner part (D) hugging the arcaded ambulatory; that 
each of the outer sections (E) originally were to be 
entered by two wide doors; that in the inner D sec- 
tions a strip of small hollow tubes still runs above the 
blocked arcaded colonnades; and that from the 
chapels a door led to the outer E sections, while a 
triple “Palladian” arch opened to the inner D sections. 

Under the circumstances, it seemed reasonable to 
envision the building with a round center nave 
planned to be domed, an ambulatory, four radial 
chapels (C) linked to one another by vaulted sections 
(D), and with narrow outer atria in the sections (E). 
However, Spencer Corbett years ago suspected the 
reverse arrangement, that is, courtyards in the in- 
ward D sections and corridors in the outward E sec- 
tions, the dividing wall presumably opened by 
columns or piers rising from a low parapet (Fig. 4). 
His reconstruction has meanwhile been confirmed: 
the late Carlo Ceschi observed that the hollow tube 
band of the D sections continues at the same level 
and at a right angle on the outside south wall of the 
surviving eastward radial chapel (C). Corbett had 
also noticed that in at least three of these courtyards 
there were cisterns, presumably to feed fountains. In 
short, standing in the well-lit center nave (A), an 
early visitor would have found himself in a cylindri- 
cal space planned with a scalloped dome and brightly 
illuminated by comparatively small windows. Rather 
than see walls whitewashed, as at present, he would 


* This is the text of the lecture presented at the sympo- 
sium, November 22, 1977. It is slightly enlarged, and I 
prefer to retain the lecture style. 
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FIG. 1. 


Sto. Stefano 
Rotondo, 
Rome. Plan 


(Drawing: S. 
Corbett) 


FIG. 2. 


Sto. Stefano 
Rotondo, 
Rome. View 
of nave from 
ambulatory 
(Photo: Renzetti) 
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FIG. 3. Sto. Stefano Rotondo, Rome. Exterior from 
southeast 


(Photo: S. Corbett) 


have seen them covered by a colorful opus sectile, ar- 
ticulated by pilasters and inlaid with green and pur- 
ple plaques and roundels, with bunches of grapes 
and leaves of mother-of-pearl. A drawing attributed 
to Cronaca shows the marble revetment from the ar- 
chitrave to the clerestory zone (Fig. 5), albeit too low 
in proportion. Fifteenth-century visitors, too, speak 
of the opus sectile and mosaic decoration. Vestiges of 
marble revetment and stucco moldings survive to 
this day in the outer zone, marble pavement and 
marble mosaic floors throughout the building. The 
visitor, then, would have looked through a number 
of successive screens, all resplendent with stucco, 
mosaic, and marble decoration: the colonnade of the 
nave, the arcades leading from the ambulatory into 
the courtyards and, further, the one separating the 
courtyards from the corridors. He would also have 
been struck by the alternation of well-lit and shad- 
owed zones—the bright nave, the dim ambulatory, 
the darkish chapels, the sunlit courtyards against the 
background of the dark outer corridors; and by the 
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FIG. 4. Sto. Stefano Rotondo, Rome. 
Reconstruction of exterior 
(Drawing: S. Corbett) 


complexity and playfulness of the plan as well as of 
the alternating open and closed spaces of different 
heights (Fig. 6). 

It’s a strange structure and it does not fit into the 
common concept of Early Christian church building. 
In fact, for many centuries it was believed to be an 
ancient Roman building, either a macellum or a tem- 
ple. But it ¿s a church and a church of the late fifth 
century. Documentation, technique of construction, 
and stylistic elements coincide. The Liber Pontificalis 
and inscriptions read by early visitors tell us that it 
was erected between 468 and 482 by Pope Simpli- 
cius, with work on the decoration continuing until 
the late twenties of the sixth century. Excavations, 
soon to be published by Mrs. Lissi Caronna, have un- 
covered in recent years a number of Roman struc- 
tures buried underneath—a private residence, 
barracks and, from the end of the fourth century, a 
mithraeum with beautiful paintings—all uncon- 
nected with the structure of the church. 

Whitewashed and fragmented as it is today, Sto. 
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FIG. 5. Sto. Stefano Rotondo, Rome. Interior, as seen in a 15th-century drawing (Cronaca?) 
(Photo: after Bartoli, J monumenti antichi nei disegni degli Uffizi, 1915, I, pl. V) 


Stefano nonetheless remains, to me anyhow, the 
most fascinating church in Rome. To visualize it as 
planned—domed nave, ambulatory, chapels, court- 
yards, corridors, all interlocking in a rondo and re- 
splendent in colorful marble revetment and mosaic 
articulated by classical pilasters and profiles—almost 
defeats imagination. Still, the architectural historian, 
while overwhelmed by the sheer beauty of the de- 
sign, feels disturbed. Obviously, it is a design of Late 
Antique flavor; but he is unable to assign the plan 
and the principle from which it grew to a specific 
place in Late Antique architecture, pagan or 
Christian, secular or religious. Certainly, he cannot 
ht it into the ambience of Late Antique—call it Early 
Christian—church planning, whether in Rome or 
elsewhere. How would the liturgy of Rome, well-cod- 
ified by the fifth century, work out in such a build- 
ing? Historians of architecture have, after all, a 
conscience; and that conscience remains uneasy in 
the face of questions unsolved and perhaps insoluble. 


All church planning within the borders of the Em- 
pire, from the fourth to the early sixth century, stands 
firmly rooted in the architectural concepts and the 
building categories of the Roman-Hellenistic world 
as they survived, modified and enriched, in late an- 
tiquity.* Also, since antiquity thought in terms of 
specific building types and categories for specific 
functions, Christian patrons and church leaders from 
the outset drew automatically on such categories to 
create variants suitable for, or adaptable to, the ex- 
ternal requirements of Christian worship. Likewise, 
church planning naturally remained for a time ex- 
perimental both in the choice of the categories and 
types on which they drew and in the variants that 
they created. And, as is in the nature of experiments, 
not all of them were successful. Some succeeded 
fully. Others succeeded in part and gradually gave 
way to more successful solutions. Others still were 
just failures and died out. 

The most successful experiment in church plan- 
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ning was evolved at the very beginning of Constan- 
tines reign, or possibly a few years earlier, sim- 
ultaneously in both the east and the west of the 
Empire. This was the basilica, as it appears at Tyre 
around 314 and a year or so before in Rome, when 
Constantine—I think in the winter of 312-13— 
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founded a cathedral at the Lateran for the Roman 
Christian community and completed it probably by 
318.4 Remodeled through the Middle Ages and in- 
corporated since 1646-50 into Borromini's grand 
design, Constantine's Lateran cathedral nonetheless 
can be clearly envisioned (Fig. 7). A nave over gı 


FIG. 6. Sto. Stefano Rotondo, Rome. Reconstruction of interior 


(Drawing: S. Corbett) 


on 


3 
| 


hir FRE 





126 





FIG. 7. S. Giovanni in Laterano, Rome. 
Reconstruction (S. Corbett-P. Waddy-J. Lloyd) 


meters (300 Roman feet) long and proportionately 
wide and high rested on trabeated columns, nine- 
teen on either side, and was lit by clerestory win- 
dows; twin aisles flanked it right and left, separated 
by an arcade supported by splendid green columns; 
an apse terminated the nave to shelter bishop and 
clergy; and, in place of the present transept added 
in medieval times, two short wings—the foundations 
of only one have been excavated— projected side- 
ways from the chancel area, possibly serving as de- 
positories for offerings. Just as clear as the overall 
plan and elevation is the splendor of the original 
decoration: a colored marble floor; green columns 
in the aisles; huge red ones in the nave; the span- 
drels of the aisle arcades sheathed in marble; the 
apse vault gilded and aniconic; a silver fastigium, 
screen or canopy, on the chord of the apse, carrying 
silver-sheathed statues of Christ, angels, and apostles 
(a remarkably early case of figural church decora- 
tion); and lighting fixtures of silver and gold all 
through the building.* 

There is no need to dwell on the break the Lat- 
eran cathedral made with the structures that so far 
had apparently served, and for a time continued to 
serve, Christian worship: the domus ecclesiae, which 
we would translate as community centers. Domus ec- 
clesiae were houses of local type. Slightly altered for 
the needs of the smallish Christian congregations, 
they housed offices, clergy quarters, storerooms, 
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classrooms for instruction, rooms for the baptismal 
rite, another for divine service—all behind the fa- 
cade of an ordinary house. They emphatically pro- 
claimed their private and utilitarian character, 
whether found in a small provincial town in the East, 
such as the one at Dura Europos, datable as early as 
231-32 [Cat. no. 580], or in Rome, in one of the 
large tenements of the metropolis, presumably a re- 
modeled apartment or a sizeable workshop. The 
Lateran cathedral was of a different kind. Designed 
for worship only, it held three thousand or more 
faithful. Clergy quarters, offices, and installations for 
baptism were relegated to separate structures. Above 
all, the cathedral claimed assertively public rather 
than private standing; and it was monumental rather 
than utilitarian. Constantines church, then, broke 
decidedly with past Christian building. By no means, 
though, did it break with the past altogether. On the 
contrary, it was deeply embedded in the soil of Ro- 
man public architecture. And within that frame- 
work, it seems to me, the choice was limited. Plan, 
design, and overall function were evolved within the 
appropriate genus of public building—the assembly 
hall, or basilica, to use the Latin term. Basilicas had 
risen for half a millenium or longer all over the ex- 
panding commonwealth of Rome in ever new var- 
iants in form and function: timber-roofed as a rule— 
the Basilica of Maxentius [Cat. no. 109] was an un- 
successful attempt at breaking away from the estab- 
lished category—they were essentially a covered 
extension of the market place. Modest or lavish, de- 
pending on their specific function, the financial 
means available, and the prestige striven for, they 
could be as grand as Trajan's Basilica Ulpia, where 
law courts met in colonnaded hemicycles at either 
end, with the nave, aisles, and galleries given over to 
doing business and spreading the news. Or they could 
be ordinary market basilicas, single-naved or with 
aisles, with or without galleries; or military drill halls, 
spartan and bare and lacking both aisles and galler- 
ies; or elegantly appointed meeting places for reli- 
gious sects—synagogues, for instance; or reception 
halls in the mansions of the great, such as the Basilica 
of Junius Bassus, once on the Esquiline in Rome, 
where the clientele gathered before their patron; or, 
in imperial palaces and villas, audience halls where 
the Divine Majesty, present in the flesh or in effigy, 
revealed himself to his subjects, as at Piazza Armer- 
ina [Cat. no. 105]. Religious overtones, inherent in 
any basilica through the obligatory presence of a di- 
vinitys or the emperors effigy, were naturally 
strongest in such imperial audience halls. And with 
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the growing importance of the emperor cult, by the 
early fourth century their type was gaining ascen- 
dancy within the genus—single-naved, apsed, pro- 
fusely lit, the walls sheathed in marble, and 
surmounted by painted plaster or mosaic: witness 
the sedes iustitiae in Trier, Constantine’s own audi- 
ence hall built but a few years before the Lateran 
cathedral (Fig. 8).° 

Traditionalism is inherent in all government ar- 
chitecture; the more so in the climate of political and 
cultural conservatism that was cultivated through 
the fourth and fifth centuries by the Roman aristo- 
cracy and the imperial court.’ When commanded to 
design a hall—a basilica—for the gatherings of the 
Christian congregation of Rome, Constantine's ar- 
chitect could only envision a variant on the age-old 
type, adapted to its new function and particular 
standing. Conscious of the emperor's wish to set up 
a grand structure speedily, proclaiming through its 
size and splendor both the status of the Church and 
the generosity of its exalted patron, he would devise 
a huge building, simple in plan and elevation, inex- 
pensive to erect, but resplendent with precious pil- 
fered columns and with huge wall surfaces to display 
marble, mosaic, painting, and gilding. Informed of 
the Christian ritual as practiced in Rome, he would 
plan the building to be longitudinal, culminating in 
the altar and the bishop's chair, like an audience hall; 
particularly since he could hardly fail to know that 
the new faith viewed Christ, in Eusebius' phrase, as 
the sovereign King of the Universe, greater than all 
earthly rulers and with all the attributes of a Roman 
emperor: lawgiver supreme, ever righteous, all-pow- 
erful, ever victorious. Around 390, the apse mosaic 
at Sta. Pudenziana (see p. 46, Fig. 13) still reflects 
this concept. The Lateran cathedral, then, was an 
audience hall where faithful subjects would assemble 
before Christ, the basileus; and since a single-naved 
hall, even one as large as the sedes iustitiae at Trier, 
was too narrow to hold a congregation as numerous 
as the one to be gathered in the Roman cathedral, 
the structure was expanded sideways by double aisles. 
The profusion of precious materials and furnishings 
would stun the congregation and satisfy the ambi- 
tions both of the imperial donor and the Church 
leaders. 

By trial and error and, as a rule, independent 
from one another, variants different from the Lat- 
eran cathedral were evolved for Christian worship 
on the parent type—the traditional assembly hall— 
during Constantine’s lifetime and later. Indeed, such 
variants may well have existed prior to his reign. All 
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were adapted to local ritual requirements, local 
building practice and, when necessary, to religious 
functions, other than divine service in the narrowest 
sense: basilicas with nave and two aisles; single-naved 
basilicas with or without apse; funerary basilicas, U- 
shaped with the aisles enveloping the apse; basilicas 
with a transept, as at St. Peter's, to house in it the 
memoria of the apostle. Whatever the variant, how- 
ever, all Christian basilicas in design and function 
clearly belong to the parent genus meeting hall, as the 
form was given new life among both pagans and 
Christians by the early fourth century. 

Nothing either in plan or elevation sets a Christian 
basilica fundamentally apart from any other var- 
iant—synagogue, audience hall, market basilica — 
except, that is, the changes in plan or elevation re- 
quired by its specific function as a church: the layout 
of the chancel area, and the aisles, at times multi- 
plied to provide additional space for the congrega- 
tion. Likewise, Christian and non-Christian building, 
religious and secular, appropriates the stylistic 


FIG. 8. Basilica, Trier. Interior 


(Photo: Fototeca Unione) 
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changes that mark all Constantinian architecture. 
The sculptural modeling of the spatial envelope by 
projecting columns and cornices, so dear to the ar- 
chitects of the Tetrarchy, was abandoned—the so- 
called Tempio della Siepe in Rome, known from en- 
gravings, was a prime example. Instead, from about 
310 on, interiors were simple in plan, but filled with 
light from huge windows and delimited by the thin 
membrane of shimmering surfaces sheathed with 
marble and often mosaic.? At the same time, the or- 
der, that mainstay of classical antiquity, was treated 
in an offhand way.!? Either its members— columns, 
pilasters, entablatures— were embedded as two-di- 
mensional features into the wall revetment; or colon- 
nades and their pertinent elements were composed 
of spoils taken from older buildings. Devaluation of 
the classical order, both in the three-dimensional 
strength of its members and their homogeneity, ap- 
pears to be a hallmark of Constantinian design. Us- 
ing spoils had long become common and, within the 
framework, the members of the order—column 
shafts, bases, capitals, and entablatures— need not 
and often could not conform to each other, and were 
re-used in contexts alien to their original meaning. 
Where a uniform set of splendid columns was at 
hand, it would be employed as a matter of course, as 
in the aisles of the Lateran. At St. Peter's [Cat. no. 
581], the nave columns differed vastly in size and 
material. Heemskerck's veduta shows that the build- 
ers only took care in the nave to match right and left 
column groups (Fig. 9). In both Christian and non- 
Christian buildings, patrons and architects rejected 
the classical past and searched for new, yet decidedly 
Late Antique solutions. 

Only a hundred years later, the Roman Church 
emphatically revived the classical tradition. Sta. Maria 
Maggiore, begun about 425 and completed 432—40 
by Sixtus III, is still the best example of this renasc- 
ence—and it is a renascence, recent objections not- 
withstanding.'' Remodeled more than once, Sta. 
Maria Maggiore nonetheless retains its main fea- 
tures (Fig. 10): the Roman standard plan— nave, apse, 
and two aisles, as evolved from the late fourth cen- 
tury on; and the elevation, decidedly nonstandard — 
a set of uniform Ionic columns, an entablature and, 
in the clerestory, an order of pilasters, bonded with 
the wall and corresponding to the Ionic columns be- 
low. Between the pilasters, the series of Old Testa- 
ment mosaics, one in each bay, were framed by 
colonnaded aediculae; two orders of stucco colon- 
nettes, twisted clockwise and counterclockwise, 
framed the windows; and the upper order was sur- 
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mounted by a rinceaux frieze of superbly classical 
flavor. À small stretch of that frieze survives and sug- 
gests an originally coffered ceiling over the nave, 
much like the Renaissance ceiling now in place. The 
sculptural articulation of the envelope by pilasters, 
aediculae, colonnettes, friezes, and the classical tenor 
of the vocabulary— as it appears in Corbett's recon- 
struction (Fig. 10)— coincides so strikingly with the 
classical proportions of the nave that for a long time 
Sta. Maria Maggiore was believed by some to be a 
second-century building. But, of course, it was built 
three centuries later, at a time when classical antiq- 
uity was long a thing of the past; a renascence—no- 
body could fail to see that, one should think—out of 
step with the mainstream of contemporary thought 
and created by and for the benefit of Christian aris- 
tocrats, laymen, and Church leaders, eager to sal- 
vage classical culture in the framework of the new 
faith. 

In recent years, Charles Piétri and Peter Brown 
have brought out the background of the phenome- 
non that twenty years ago I could but sketch: the 
Christianization of cultivated Roman circles from 
the latter fourth century on and the resulting Ro- 
manization of the Church and her assimilation of the 
classical heritage.!? Sta. Maria Maggiore, then, re- 
flects a Christian renascence in Rome that had started 
in the late fourth century, competing with the pagan 
revival of the same decades. Nostalgically looking 
back to a world forever lost, both pagan and Christian 
aristocrats and intellectuals battled forlornly for its 
survival. Once more, that vocabulary and the con- 
cept of the classical order are present at Sto. Stefano 
Rotondo in the trabeated nave colonnade, the stucco 
cornices, and the mosaic pavements and opus sectile 
revetment that once covered the building. 

Whether renouncing or reviving the classical vo- 
cabulary and whatever the variants of the plan—ın 
Rome, in Syria, at Constantinople, or in North Af- 
rica—the Christian basilica was no doubt the most 
successful adaptation of an antique building type to 
the needs of the Church. Essentially unchanged, it 
conquered the West and East and, in the West, re- 
tained its predominance up to and into the Renais- 
sance. In the Greek East, of course, from the sixth 
century on, the basilica gave way to church plans of 
central shape. This is not the place to discuss the 
reasons. However, the monopoly of the basilica in 
church planning was challenged, if sporadically, from 
the start. A few years after the Lateran basilica and 
St. Peter's had been completed, still in Constantine's 
lifetime, central plan structures of Roman, though 
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FIG. 11. 
SS. Sergios and Bacchos, 
Constantinople. Interior 
(Photo: Powell) 


FIG. 12. 
S. Vitale, Ravenna. Interior 
(Photo: Deutsches Archáologisches Institut) 
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not classical, antiquity began to exert their impact on 
monumental church building. 

Monumental churches on a central plan are best 
known, to be sure, from Constantinople and its 
sphere of influence in the early reign of Justinian, 
between roughly 527 and 540.!? There is the church 
of SS. Sergios and Bacchos (Fig. 11),!* begun shortly 
after 527— I still disagree with Professor Mango on 
both the date and circumstances of the foundation. 
The nave is an octaconch, its niches, screened by col- 
umns in two tiers, billowing into an enveloping am- 
bulatory and gallery—a double-shell design, the 
center dome scalloped, of light material, its foot 
pierced by windows, the ambulatory and gallery 
groin- and barrel-vaulted. There is S. Vitale in Rav- 
enna, laid out at the same time, although completed 
only in the forties, more slender in proportion, am- 
bulatory and gallery unvaulted, but otherwise on the 
same plan (Fig. 12).!? Finally, there is the crowning 
glory of the group, the Hagia Sophia (Fig. 13).!5 To 
be sure, the nave, rather than an octaconch, is formed 
by the square main bay and two semi-circles, east 
and west, each expanding in screened, two-tier 
conches, the whole surmounted by that miraculous 
ascending sequence of quarter-domes, half-domes, 
and main dome. As at S. Vitale and SS. Sergios and 
Bacchos, space billows sideways, lengthwise, diago- 
nally, and upward; column screens connect the nave 
with, and separate it from, the enveloping aisles and 
galleries; light and shade form complex patterns; 
multicolored marble plaques, mother-of-pearl inlay, 
and mosaic sheath walls, piers, arcades, and vaulting; 
and the nave, fully intelligible to those standing in it, 
becomes unintelligible except in fragments when 
viewed from the enveloping zones. 

One is apt to think of these churches as the perfect 
product of sixth-century Eastern planning. How- 
ever, their roots, both in the East and in the West, go 
far back into Constantinian times and beyond. The 
Great Church at Antioch, built near the Imperial 
Palace between 327 and 341, is known only from 
early descriptions: it had an octagonal nave, sur- 
mounted, it seems, by a dome, possibly wooden and 
gilded—hence the popular name of the church, the 
Golden Octagon—and was enveloped by exedme 
(niches) and orkoi (colonnaded aisles) in two tiers, that 
is, an ambulatory and a gallery. Wayne Dynes has 
convincingly interpreted the sources as referring to 
a double-shell octaconch much like S. Vitale in Rav- 
enna.!?” So far, the Antioch Octagon remains the 
only octaconch church known to have been built prior 
to Justinian. But one early church on a related 
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tetraconch plan, and that in the West, has survived— 
S. Lorenzo in Milan [Cat. no. 584].!® Laid out, I sub- 
mit, shortly before 378, it remains intact, if disguised 
by a sixteenth-century remodeling (Fig. 14): a tall 
square nave, four expanding niches, the two-tiered 
envelope of ambulatory and gallery, outer walls, and 
four towers rising from the corners. Whether the 
center bay, now surmounted by the overly tall six- 
teenth-century drum and dome, was originally groin- 
vaulted or covered by a dome of light material is to 
me still a moot point. 

Irving Lavin, nearly twenty years ago, outlined the 
background from which such polyconch church plans 
appear to have sprung.!? Reception rooms—trichnia, 
salutatoria, or whatever the term used for such glori- 
fied saloni in villas, mansions, and palaces—from early 
times constituted in both function and form a spe- 
cific genus with a broad spectrum of variants. By the 
second century A.D. the genus appears to have 
sprouted a category of increasing importance. It is a 
pavilion architecture, as known first in Hadrian's 
villa at Tivoli, in a variety of shapes. An octagonal 


FIG. 13. Hagia Sophia, Constantinople. Interior 
(Photo: G. E. Kidder Smith) 
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FIG. 14. S. Lorenzo, Milan. Interior 


(Photo: Sopraintendenza ai Monumenti di Lombardia) 


core expands in four niches at the corners, while the 
intervening sides curve inward, convexly; or, again, 
concave and convex curves alternate; and there are 
other variations (Figs. 15, 16). Whatever the plan, 
though, the core frequently is covered by a scalloped 
dome; the walls are thin membranes dissolved in 
columnar screens; and these screens, more often 
than not, open toward adjoining spaces, frequently 
courtyards sheltering pools or fountains.?? Regard- 
less of variations, the genus playfully combines ar- 
chitectural elements, landscaping, and water. And it 
works with interlocking inner and outer spaces, with 
overlapping column screens, with zones of alternat- 
ing light and shade. Frank Brown has suggested that 
Hadrian himself may have had a hand in developing 
the type. For Dio Cassius tells how Apollodorus, Tra- 
jan’s architect, irritated by Hadrian’s criticism, told 
him to go off and draw his pumpkins; Apollodorus 
was obviously not referring to a still life, but presum- 
ably to pumpkin domes—scalloped domes, as we 
would call them.?! 

Such pavilions appear to have been forerunners 
of the vaulted polyconch saloni customary in Late 
Antique and early Byzantine palace and villa plan- 
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FIG. 15. Piazza d'Oro, Tivoli. Reconstruction of 
Octagon 
(Photo: after Kähler, pl. 16) 


ning, and one wants to remember that in late antiq- 
uity and in Byzantium palaces and villas had become 
interchangeable. Whether in the city or in the coun- 
try, such lordly mansions were laid out as groups of 
pavilions, loosely scattered in parks and linked by 
courtyards, pools, and colonnaded porticoes—the 
Alhambra is a late descendant, the Imperial Palaces 
in Constantinople were an earlier case in point. In 
Rome, around 320, the so-called Minerva Medica in 
the gardens of Licinius, by then imperial property, is 
just such a pavilion (Fig. 17). A decagonal nave, cov- 
ered by a ribbed dome and lit by large windows, 
shoots forth nine low niches; the rear of the nave was 
filled by a heatable platform. Of the niches, the four 
in the transverse axis opened in triple colonnaded 
arcades toward outdoor pools of but slightly later 
date.?? Obviously, then, the pavilion was for use both 
in summer and in winter. And if, as has been sug- 
gested, the heatable platform was intended for the 
emperor' state banquet, the coenatio Jovis, it would 
have served as a salone with religious connotations. A 
century after the Minerva Medica, a polyconch salu- 
tatorrum appears in Constantinople—in the entrance 
lobby of the palace of Antiochos north of the Hip- 
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FIG. ı6. Small Palace, Tivoli. Reconstruction of 
garden hall 
(Photo: after Kähler, pl. 14) 


podrome, dating 420-36: a hexagon, whose five 
niches alternating with small circular closets open in 
column screens toward adjoining rooms.?? Such sa- 
lom, from triconches to octaconches, are docu- 
mented in Byzantine and Umayyad palaces into the 
ninth century and beyond. 

The central plan, double-shell churches—from the 
Great Church at Antioch and S. Lorenzo in Milan, 
‚to SS. Sergios and Bacchos and the Hagia Sophia— 
thus would appear to be variants on a genus of Late 
Antique architecture, just as the Lateran cathedral 
and other Constantinian churches were variants on 
the antique genus basilica. Still, there are differences. 

Christian basilicas grew without effort, as it were, 
from the parent genus; a genus unsophisticated in 
plan and construction on a simple builder's and car- 
penter’s level; with roots deeply sunk into the Ro- 
man past, preclassical, classical, and postclassical; 
designed to hold large popular assemblies, and 
therefore emphatically public in status and easily 
adapted to variations in plan and function, the latter 
including Christian worship. Neither patrons nor ar- 
chitects would have viewed the Lateran cathedral or 
St. Peter's as innovative. And the Christian people 


FIG. 17. Temple of Minerva Medica, Rome. 
Engraving by T. W. Kobell 
(Photo: GFN) 


would have felt at home in these structures—a build- 
ing type they were accustomed to gathering in, al- 
though glorified by size and glittering splendor. 

On the contrary, the Golden Octagon at Antioch 
and S. Lorenzo in Milan had sprung from a parent 
genus anything but deeply rooted, ubiquitous, or un- 
sophisticated. Niched pavilions and palace lobbies 
were decidedly innovations of late antiquity, and per- 
haps of a specific moment and place, such as Ha- 
drian's villa at Tivoli. And while for centuries these 
types lived on in Late Antique palace planning, they 
never became popular. Nor were they ever public 
buildings. Dreamed up by a sophisticated architect 
(or the imperial dilettante Hadrian), they were de- 
signed for the use, enjoyment, and understanding of 
a sophisticated minority— pieces of luxury architec- 
ture embedded in the comparative privacy of a pal- 
ace or villa. Correspondingly, the migration of the 
niched pavilion type into church planning took place 
not through a natural, easy evolution, but through 
pruning, as it were: an artificial transfer from the 
parent genus, in function as well as in plan. Saluta- 
toria or trichnia, whether or not on a pavilion plan, 
were not designed, after all, for large popular assem- 
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blies. They were laid out for the reception of the in- 
timates of the master of the house, or, in an imperial 
palace, of the high charges of the court. Hence, they 
were comparatively small. Even the Minerva Medica 
would have held but a hundred-odd courtiers gath- 
ered in front of the podium. That difficulty, though, 
was the least. Enlarged and transformed, the free- 
standing polyconch pavilion was turned into the cen- 
ter core of the church plan and enveloped by the 
outer shell of a two-tier ambulatory. The latter pro- 
vided the additional space that the size of a larger 
gathering—the Christian congregation of Antioch, 
for instance—would require. 

Nevertheless, the transfer of such double-shell po- 
lyconches into church planning left architect and pa- 
tron with problems hard to solve. The placing of 
altar and celebrant created difficulties: if placed in 
the center of the nave, they would be in the midst of, 
rather than dominating, the congregation; if re- 
moved into a chancel attached to the center nave, as 
at S. Vitale, they would disappear from the view of a 
large part of the congregation. On a broader plane, 
tetraconch or octaconch double-shell structures were 
not designed to appeal to the masses, except through 
size, splendor, and their miraculous statics. They were 
a challenge to the intellect and the sensitivity of the 
sophisticated—a Procopius, a Paul the Silentiary. 
Problems galore remain open. Why did the genus, 
apparently rare in the fourth century, come to the 
fore with such vigor around 500 apparently in Syrian 
tetraconch churches? Why in Justinian’s reign did it 
reach that remarkable degree of perfection in Con- 
stantinople and her sphere of influence? And why 
did just such central plan, double-shell churches so 
often rise near an imperial, bishop’s, or governor’s 
palace? These questions have been discussed fre- 
quently and sometimes with virulence during the 
last years, but, alas, to my mind, are still open. 

In sum, the Christian basilica presents a mere var- 
iant on an old antique genus of assembly halls, de- 
signed on a simple level of construction and on a 
simple plan. Easily adapted to any new function, it 
successfully solved the transition from secular to ec- 
clesiastical Christian use by incorporating the neces- 
sary liturgical adjustments, as well as the imperial 
connotations it carried. Christian basilicas thus re- 
main within their proper ancestral genus. Double- 
shell churches, on the other hand, on a tetraconch or 
octaconch plan, were rooted in the high class, so- 
phisticated genus of pavilions designed for small in- 
timate gatherings. Their very transfer to the alien 
category of church planning represents an innova- 
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tion. And, artificial as it is, this transfer is only par- 
tially successful. It succeeds superbly in the perfection 
of its design—one need but recall Hagia Sophia. Yet 
it teeters on the brink of failure in its structural fea- 
tures—the dome of Hagia Sophia, after all, col- 
lapsed more than once. And it is at best only partially 
successful in adjusting the plan to the requirements 
of the service: the chancel reserved for the sacrifice 
of the Mass, Christ’s revelation in the flesh; the nave 
given over to the processions of the clergy, to read- 
ings and sermons— Christ in the Word; the congre- 
gation, on the other hand, including the emperor, 
relegated to the aisles and galleries and thus unable 
to follow the service and participate in the sacrifice, 
except in fragments. 

Failures, then, or near failures are as frequent in 
architectural history (and in history altogether) as 
success. The transfer into church planning of build- 
ing types from antiquity is full of such failures. 
Sto. Stefano Rotondo is, I think, a conspicuous ex- 
ample. For performing the liturgy of the Roman rite 
it has always been bothersome, not to say unfit; hence, 
the recent proposals to turn it into an ecumenical 
church, a “church of the light,” and the like. Where, 
indeed, would Mass be celebrated? If in the nave, the 
faithful would crowd around the celebrant, a custom 
frowned upon in Early Christian times. In any case, 
no trace of an altar has ever been found in the nave 
of Sto. Stefano. In 1583 Gregory XIII placed a 
chancel there, but no altar. If Mass was performed 
in one of the chapels—in the one to the east an altar 
has stood since the seventh century—there was room 
for only the smallest congregation. And, in that case, 
why four chapels, all alike, whether or not with al- 
tars, all accessible both through the ambulatory and 
to those coming from the outside through the flank- 
ing courtyards and corridors, and all opening onto 
them by wide doors and triple “Palladian” arches? 
But then, what was Sto. Stefano's intended liturgical 
function? It was not a parish church; it had no clergy 
of its own—no presbyter sancti Stephani in Caelio Monte 
signed the minutes of the synods of 499 and 595. 
Presumably it was a dependency of the Lateran, ten 
minutes’ walk away, and serviced by the clergy of the 
cathedral. It might have been a martyrium. But there 
is not a shred of evidence that any important relic 
was ever venerated there; at least not until 642—49, 
when Pope Theodore brought the bones of Sts. Pri- 
mus and Felicianus from the catacombs. 

Forty years ago, I suggested that we see in Sto. 
Stefano Rotondo a copy of the Anastasis Rotunda in 
Jerusalem; “copy” in the sense given the term from 
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antiquity through the Middle Ages—a selective re- 
shuffling of elements shared with the model and 
crossed with alien features.”* Indeed, some main 
features coincide: the circular plan, composed of 
center room and ambulatory; the niches—chapels at 
Sto. Stefano— projecting from the ambulatory; and 
the similar dimensions, of the naves' diameter, both 
around 21 meters. These resemblances, then, re- 
main significant, despite the absence at the Anastasis 
Rotunda of an outer corridor, not to mention the 
presence of courtyards at Sto. Stefano Rotondo. The 
link between Sto. Stefano and the Anastasis, there- 
fore, need not be eliminated. But it wants to be seen 
within a context quite different in nature. 

Whatever the specific liturgical function intended, 
Sto. Stefano is cast in an idiom that has neither fore- 
runners nor parallels in church planning. The vo- 
cabulary, to be sure, is the same as that employed in 
many contemporary and earlier churches in Rome. 
The Ionic capitals, their trabeation, and the classical 
stucco profiles of the courtyards find their counter- 
parts in Sta. Maria Maggiore and in the Lateran bap- 
tistery as remodeled by Pope Sixtus III (432-40). 
The opus sectile revetment of the nave, as known from 
Cronaca’s drawing (Fig. 5), recalls the decoration 
that once covered the walls of the baptistery. The ar- 
caded colonnades of the ambulatory, opening to the 
outdoors, are reminiscent of a striking feature of 
fourth- and early fifth-century church planning in 
Rome: the arcaded open facade of the nave as found 
at S. Clemente, S. Vitale, SS. Giovanni e Paolo, and at 
S. Pietro in Vincoli, in its first building phase. The 
open courtyards, too, with their entrance corridors 
skirting the outer wall, are obviously adapted—the 
former from traditional atria, the latter from quadn- 
porticus, whole or fragmented, as at Old St. Peter's 
prior to A.D. 500.?* However, all these features, rather 
than hallmarks of church building, were also ele- 
ments of non-Christian building: an Ionic order, at 
the Temple of Saturn; opus sectile walls in the hall that 
later became SS. Cosma e Damiano; arcaded fa- 
cades, to list a few, in the triconch at Piazza Armer- 
ina [Cat. no. 105], in the reception hall of the mansion 
of Fortuna Annonaria at Ostia, and in the garden 
hall excavated below S. Pietro in Vincoli, the flanks 
of which are similarly pierced by arcades; and, fi- 
nally, courtyards and quadriporticus in any sizeable 
villa, town mansion, or palace.?® 

In brief, the vocabulary was a common fund drawn 
on by religious building, pagan or Christian, and by 
secular architecture, mansions and villas in particu- 
lar. More than anything else, therefore, the idiom of 
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Late Antique villa and palace design permeates the 
design of Sto. Stefano Rotondo, both in its overall 
concepts and in individual elements: the fourfold 
repetition of atria, courtyards, corridors, and chap- 
els; the alternation of covered and open spaces and 
of grouped arcades, of tall chapels and low porticoes; 
the overlapping of column screens in the nave and 
ambulatory and the resulting complex views; the 
fountains and perhaps pools in the courtyards. Time 
and again one is reminded of Hadrians villa, of 
Piazza Armerina [Cat. no. 105], of the Villa dei 
Quintili on the Via Appia. Were one to look for spe- 
cific parallels— not models by any means—the din- 
ing hall in Hadrian’s villa might come to mind, 
opened as it is in column screens on four open-air 
spaces, one filled by a pool, the others bordered by 
colonnaded porticoes (Fig. 18).?" Moreover, the scal- 
loped dome planned over the nave of S. Stefano like- 
wise belongs to the tradition of Late Antique palace 
and villa planning. 

Thus, Sto. Stefano would seem to represent a 
transfer from secular Late Antique architecture into 
church building. More precisely, it represents a 


FIG. 18. Hadrian's Villa, Tivoli. Reconstruction of 
dining hall 
(Photo: after Kähler, pl. 10) 
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transfer from villa and palace planning. However, 
the transfer is different in kind from that from which 
spring church plans like the Golden Octagon or 
SS. Sergios and Bacchos. Rather than lift a building 
type, a pavilion like the Minerva Medica, from villa 
planning and turn it into the core of a double-shell 
church design, the architect of Sto. Stefano seems to 
have recomposed disparate elements and concepts 
from villa planning—courtyards, arcaded corridors, 
overlapping column screens, a scalloped dome—into 
a wholly new church plan that was without forerun- 
ners and remained without issue. 

One is tempted to work out some ingenious theory 
to explain the phenomenon. But common sense of- 
fers a simple solution linked to the topography of the 
neighborhood. All along the crest of the Celian Hill, 
from Sto. Croce in Gerusalemme and the Lateran, 
to Sto. Stefano and, further west, to S. Gregorio 
Magno, there extended a vast stretch of the green- 
belt of ancient Rome.?5 Here, the domus of the great— 
often imperial property by the fourth century—were 
scattered in parks, pavilion fashion: far east, the Horti 
Spei Veteris, where the Sessorian Palace rose, includ- 
ing the core of the church of Sto. Croce in Gerusa- 
lemme; near the Lateran cathedral and its palace, 
the mansions of the Laterani and the Pisones, and 
the domus Faustae, whatever and wherever that was; 
below the hospital of S. Giovanni, the villas of the 
family of Marcus Aurelius, that of his mother, Dom- 
itia Lucilla, and his grandfather, Annius Verus; 
westward toward Sto. Stefano, the domus of L. Mar- 
tius Maximus Perpetuus and that of the Valerii, one 
of the great Roman families in the fourth and early 
fifth centuries; finally, on the westernmost slope of 
the hill, the mansion of the Anicii, Gregory the Great's 
ancestors. 

In the course of the fifth century, many of these 
domus had fallen to the Church and were turned into 
hostels or convents, such as the domus of the Valerii 
into the convent of S. Erasmo. But the neighborhood 
retained its greenbelt character, as it does to this day. 
One villa or palace pavilion, extraordinarily Hadri- 
anic-looking and presumably of second- or third- 
century date, survived near the Lateran baptistery 
until 1588. Dedicated to the Holy Cross by Pope Hi- 
lary (461-68), it is known from sixteenth-century 
drawings and descriptions: cross-shaped, the cor- 
ners filled with octagonal closets, all parts vaulted in 
hollow tube construction (Fig. 19). The walls were 
sheathed in multicolored opus sectile; the main vault 
was covered by a mosaic showing four half-naked 
male caryatids that supported a wreath enclosing a 
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cross. This cross may well have been the only altera- 
tion made by Pope Hilary. The villa character of the 
neighborhood at that time is also reflected in the 
courtyard laid out by Hilary in front of the chapel. 
Demolished along with the chapel by Sixtus V, it is 
known from Bufalini’s map and from a lengthy, if 
unclear, description in Hilary's biography in the Liber 
Pontificalis.”” Enveloped on three sides by colon- 
nades, the courtyard sheltered some kind of water 
display. The papal biographer lists a porphyry basin 
and a strigilated trough, presumably a sarcophagus, 
in its center; two more strigilated conches; fluted 
porphyry columns and colored marble columns; 
entablatures inlaid in mosaic; and gables, possibly 
crossed arches like those over Constantine's shrine 
of St. Peter. The whole courtyard was tiny in size, 
sophisticated in intent, and in all likelihood crude in 
execution, notwithstanding the grandiloquent and 
confusing pseudoclassical terminology of the biog- 
rapher’s account. One cannot help recalling the can- 
opy and the Pigna placed in the atrium of Old St. 
Peter’s by Pope Symmachus forty years after Pope 
Hilary: the porphyry columns with emperors’ busts; 
the grills rising from the architrave; the peacocks; 
the bronze dolphins; the marble slabs with griffons 
enclosing the basin—all spoils gathered from far and 
near, such as those found in Late Antique villas, 
placed together so as to form a playful, light ensem- 
ble. In Hilary’s courtyard at the Lateran, the associ- 
ation with villa design becomes even clearer, being 
transposed into vestpocket format—an association 
in conformity with the greenbelt character of the 
neighborhood, with the remains of the great villas, 
presumably preserved in large part. It seems that 
Pope Hilary and his contemporaries had a very par- 
ticular predilection for villa design, for a design 
playful in character that fused landscape, fountains, 
and architectural elements. It can hardly be by chance 
that among all the biographies in the Liber Pontificalis, 
only Hilarys own mentions at length the construc- 
tion near S. Lorenzo of a convent and country house 
with a bath and an open-air swimming pool and, 
perhaps, two libraries, obviously a Greek and a Latin 
one as would be appropriate through late antiquity 
for a Roman grand seigneur's mansion.?? 

Is it then possible that this climate of villa building 
also underlies the planning of Sto. Stefano Rotondo 
under Hilary's successor, Pope Simplicius? Clearly 
such a suggestion is entirely in the realm of conjec- 
ture, but I feel it should be entertained. The details 
of the plan, the courtyards under the sky, the 
arcaded openings of the ambulatory toward the 
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Rome. Chapel of The Holy Cross. Drawing by Giuliano da Sangallo 


The Vatican Library, Rome (Barb. lat. 4424) 


Laterano, 
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FIG. 19. S. Giovann 
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outdoors, the fourfold redundancy of chapels, 
courtyards, and entrance corridors, all point in that 
direction. Obviously, the pope and his architect ex- 
perimented. And they failed. The design was per- 
fect, but the function of the structure as a church 
was treated with benign neglect. The liturgy of Rome, 
as codified by the fifth. century, simply would not 
work in that building. To be sure, all four chapels 
might have been planned to shelter altars. But, the 
total lack of evidence aside, such an arrangement 
would only have repeated the same inconvenience 
four times: insufficient space for a congregation in- 
side the chapel; the difficulty for a congregation as- 
sembled outside to participate in the service; and the 
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Christian Imagery: Growth and Impact 


THE PERIOD in the history of art to which this 
splendid exhibition is devoted does not come across 
easily. Whether considered in terms of content or of 
style, it lacks a tangible unity and a palpable inner 
development. Previous speakers in this symposium 
have had much to say about legacies from antiquity 
being inherited, sifted, phased out, transmuted, and 
reinterpreted. What was accomplished in these re- 
spects during the centuries under discussion was 
vitally important and bears significantly on the 
subsequent fortunes of the visual arts in the West- 
ern world. But only in one area was there a consis- 
tent—one might almost say systematic— progression. 
Christian religious imagery is the only field of artistic 
endeavor in which one can readily perceive a pro- 
cess of steady and organic growth. 

It is a story with a beginning, a middle, and an 
end, and with its own peculiar dynamics. It begins— 
slowly and gropingly—early in the third century; it 
ends in the eighth century when the imperial gov- 
ernment in Constantinople puts a stop to the making 
of religious images. That measure, of course, was ef- 
fective only within the Byzantine domain, and even 
there it was to be rescinded eventually. But the out- 
break of iconoclasm in Byzantium unquestionably 
constitutes a landmark in the history of art, the more 
so since it coincided with two other major develop- 
ments—the emergence of the art of Islam, on the 
one hand, and of Christian art in Northern Europe, 
on the other. 

The iconoclastic crisis of the eighth century is in- 
deed generally recognized as a dramatic hiatus. By 
contrast, scholars do not always face up squarely to 
the even more radically negative situation at the be- 
ginning of the history of Christian art. During the 
first two centuries, Christians rejected art altogether 
as an element of religious life. The fact is well at- 
tested in writings of the period and borne out by all 


the archaeological evidence we have. Many scholars 
believe that the root cause of this negative attitude 
was the Old Testament commandment against graven 
images, which Christians continued to observe. This, 
however, was a tabu within a larger tabu that associ- 
ated the making of religious images—or, for that 
matter, the erection of shrines and altars— not only 
with pagan cult practices but with a whole way of life 
in Greco-Roman society. By the same token, the 
emergence of Christian art early in the third century 
was part of a process of coming to terms with the 
Greco-Roman way of life.’ But the process was slow 
and gradual, and the aftereffects of the negative be- 
ginnings were to be felt for a long time. Indeed, the 
issue of the graven image never quite came to rest 
during the period under review. Eighth-century 
iconoclasm was, in a sense, a return to the concerns 
and attitudes of the early Church. The violence and 
magnitude of the iconoclastic reaction would, how- 
ever, be inexplicable were it not for the intervening 
development of Christian imagery. This is what I 
meant when I spoke of the dynamics of that 
development. 

Taking a very broad view and allowing oneself a 
certain amount of oversimplification, one can distin- 
guish in the rise of Christian religious iconography 
three major stages: first, the era of tentative begin- 
nings in the third century; then, starting with the 
triumph of Christianity under Constantine and con- 
tinuing to the reign of Justinian, the great era of ex- 
pansion; and, finally, the most critical and least well- 
defined stage, which lasts from the middle of the 
sixth to the early eighth century and which, for want 
of a more elegant term, I shall call the era of poten- 
tiation. To characterize these three stages as suc- 
cinctly and graphically as possible, I shall illustrate 
each of them with a few representative objects— pri- 
marily objects that are in the exhibition. 
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FIG. 1. Sarcophagus. Good Shepherd, orant, and married couple. 
Museo Pio Cristiano, The Vatican, Rome (Photo: Deutsches Archäologisches Institut) 


The handsome sarcophagus from the Via Salaria 
in Rome, probably carved about A.D. 260, can serve 
to pinpoint many of the essential characteristics of 
the first stage (Fig. 1).? Its central figure is the Good 
Shepherd, the most common of all subjects in third- 
century Christian art. The motif of the knophoros is, 
of course, age-old. But it gained enormous popular- 
ity among Christians because it called to mind the 
Gospel parables of the lost sheep (Luke 15) and of 
the shepherd who gives his life for his sheep (John 
10).? That is to say, it epitomized central tenets of 
the faith —remission of sins and redemption through 
Christ's self-sacrifice. It did not, however, depict the 
historical Jesus. It evoked a verbal simile. To be sure, 
Christ had used this simile in reference to himself. 
But it was still only a simile that in turn illustrated an 
idea. It was thus twice removed from an actual por- 
trayal of the divine person. It was a pictograph, a 
shorthand cipher for a concept. In the case of our 
sarcophagus, the figure appears yet further removed 
from "reality" by its context, in which it plays the 
part of a mental image only. On the left, the de- 
ceased is seated reading from a scroll. He is charac- 
terized as a man of intellect —a moustkos aner—and is 
attended by two men of similar type. His wife, with 
her attendants, is seated opposite. The figure of the 
shepherd is introduced as the subject of their dis- 
course. We are meant to "read" it in the manner of 
indirect speech. It is the embodiment of the true 
philosophy that has governed the couple’s life and 
will assure their afterlife. | 

Nearly all the earliest Christian images are of this 
"signitive" kind (an apt term applied to them by Wla- 
dimir Weidle).* The shepherd may be replaced by 
other figures from the traditional repertory, such as 
Orpheus or Helios.” Though not capable of convey- 


ing Christian concepts as patently and succinctly as 
the kriophoros, these figures are similarly charged. 
When represented at the tomb they, too, speak in 
metaphorical terms of Christ as the bringer of peace, 
security, and eternal life. Again, the episodes from 
the Old Testament and the Gospels that form part of 
this earliest repertory$ are not depicted for their 
own sakes. They are selected in seemingly random 
fashion and make sense only in relation to a com- 
mon underlying theme—the theme of deliverance 
and redemption through divine power. It is not by 
chance that the ordeal and deliverance of the prophet 
Jonah is the story most frequently represented (Fig. 
2). Christ himself had likened the three days the 
prophet spent in the belly of the fish to his three days 
in the tomb (Matt. 12: 40). The Jonah story becomes 
an earnest of resurrection and eternal life, and the 
point is emphasized by giving special prominence to 
a motif that is not really warranted by the biblical 
text, namely, the prophet ultimately coming to a 
peaceful and idyllic rest under the gourd tree. The 
Jonah story thus takes the form of a brief narrative 
cycle. Most of the biblical deliverance stories, how- 
ever, are depicted in a much more drastically 
abridged form consistent with their role as signs or 
pictographs. The prophet Daniel, for instance, whom 
the Lord protects in the lions' den, is simply an orans 
figure with two docile little animals at his feet; and 
it is important to note that he may take the place of 
the Good Shepherd as a central motif. Such is the 


. case in one of the earliest painted decorations in the 


Roman catacombs, a frescoed chamber in the cata- 
comb of St. Callistus, where Daniel appears in the 
center of the ceiling and the figure of the shepherd 
(repeated twice) is relegated to the periphery (Fig. 
3).° As ciphers the two motifs are coequal. 
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FIG. 2. 
Painted ceiling. Good 
Shepherd, orants, and 
the story of Jonah. 


Catacomb of SS. Pietro e 
Marcellino, Rome (Photo: 
Pontificia Commissione di 
Archeologia Sacra) 


FIG. 9. 
Painted ceiling. Daniel in 
the Lions' Den, Good 
Shepherds, and orants. 


Catacomb of St. Callistus, 
Rome (Photo: Pontificia 
Commissione di Archeologia 
Sacra) 
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The “signitive” method was not a Christian inven- 
tion. One can find it in pagan religious and funerary 
contexts, too.? What was new was the amount of con- 
tent packed into these modest images. There was a 
vast imbalance here between the weight and com- 
plexity of the message and the visual form that car- 
ried the message. This surely had to do with the fact 
that pictorial representation was questionable in 
principle. It was justifiable only by the urgency of 
what these images had to say. The direct relevance 
of this earliest Christian representational art to those 
for whom it was made is indeed obvious. It was an 
art keyed essentially to personal concerns. It spelled 
assurance, protection, and peace; and therein lay its 
justification. A sign language entirely, it was worlds 
apart from the detested idols of the pagans, against 
which Christian apologists never ceased to inveigh. 

Yet, it was the thin end of the wedge. Once the 
image had gained admittance, its function and uses 
proved difficult to delimit and control. Gradually, 
often imperceptibly, the safeguards with which it was 
hedged at this early stage were dropped or lost sight 
of. From the cipher that merely evoked, from the 
sign that consistently pointed beyond itself, there ul- 
timately developed the icon that lent itself to contem- 
plation and worship. 


The period of Constantine marks a first major 
turning point in this development. In the reliefs of 


ERNST KITZINGER 


the so-called frieze sarcophagi, which are a charac- 
teristic product of this period, the "signitive" method 
is used à outmnce (Fig. 4).'° The largest possible 
number of drastically abridged "deliverance" stories 
are crammed together on these tombs. Often the 
episodes are grouped around a central orans, whom 
we see invoking these "precedents" of divine inter- 
vention, so that once again the sacred subjects and 
holy persons are introduced only by way of "indirect 
speech." The repertory of salvation miracles re- 
mained popular throughout the fourth century and 
beyond. In this exhibition, there are many objects 
from this period that show such scenes singly or in 
groups. But new themes expressive of new concerns 
soon came to the fore, and with them different modes 
of representation. 

A fragmentary sepulchral relief in the Metropoli- 
tan Museum shows in an elaborate columnar setting 
Christ surrounded by the apostles and handing an 
open scroll to St. Peter, who approaches reverently 
from the right (Fig. 5).'' This is the so-called traditio 
legis, a scene in which Christ hands to the apostle the 
New Law that he has come to promulgate and that 
has replaced the law of Moses.!? The scene exempli- 
fies a new kind of ceremonial art certainly created 
under official auspices. It was devised some time in 
the fourth century, probably for the apse of a church, 
and we see it here adopted— quite late in the cen- 
tury—for an individual tomb. (It appears in other 


FIG. 4. Sarcophagus. Miracles of Christ and scenes from life of St. Peter. 


Museo Pio Cristiano, The Vatican, Rome (Photo: Vatican Museums) 
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FIG. 5. Sepulchral relief. Traditio legis. 


The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Gift of Ernest and Beata Brummer in memory of Joseph Brummer, 48.76.2 (Photo: 


The Metropolitan Museum of Art) 


media as well, for instance, on glass vessels with 
decorations in gold leaf which are a characteristic 
product of this period.!? ) 

"Christ the Lawgiver" might still be thought of as 
a metaphor, comparable to Christ as Shepherd, 
Orphic musician or rising Sun. But the image now 
conjured up is that of the ruler of the world in all his 
majesty; and the message it carries is public and 
communal rather than private and personal. It has 
to do not with individual survival and redemption, 
but with the ordering of the universal polity, which 
has become the means and the guarantee of the in- 
dividual's welfare. For the earthly world is now being 
governed on Christ's behalf. The Roman emperor 
has assumed the role of Christ's representative and 
rules in imitation of him. It is on the complete har- 
mony and correspondence of the heavenly and the 
earthly regimens that salvation depends.'* Quite 
logically, then, the ceremonial of the imperial court 
gets projected into heaven. If the emperor’s rule 
mirrors that of Christ, the reverse must also be true. 
This is the thought underlying the traditio legis theme. 
Christ’s celestial court is visualized in terms familiar 
to the Roman citizen—with subordinates acclaiming 
their overlord and receiving from him their charges 
and privileges. A famous silver dish in Madrid [Cat. 
no. 64]? depicts an official receiving from Emperor 
Theodosius I the document of his appointment in 
much the same way that Peter receives the Law from 
Christ. The metaphor (if metaphor it may still be 
called) has thus been invested with a degree of re- 
ality that goes well beyond a mere "sign." The majes- 


tic presence at the center of an elaborate multifigured 
composition is Christ in a sense that the shepherd 
boy carrying his sheep had not been. 

Concomitantly, biblical history also becomes im- 
personal and objective. More and more, the events 
recorded in the Old and New Testaments are pre- 
sented simply as history, rather than on grounds of 
immediate personal relevance. They are the enact- 
ment of the divine plan on which the Christian world 
order rests. Accordingly, stories from the Penta- 
teuch, from the Gospels, from the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, and from apocryphal books as well are now 
often depicted in chronological order and in circum- 
stantial detail. The biblical person, the hero, be- 
comes an object of biographical interest. 

I cite as an example a group of four ivory reliefs 
in the British Museum. The little panels that once 
were part of a box illustrate in sequence and in con- 
siderable detail the story of Christ's Passion and Res- 
urrection (Fig. 6).!? The subject first appeared in 
cyclical form on sarcophagi in the late or post-Con- 
stantinian period.!? This fully developed cycle, which 
includes one of the earliest known nonsymbolic ren- 
derings of the Crucifixion, is of the first half of the 
fifth century. The story begins with Pilate washing 
his hands and ends with the incredulity of Thomas. 
The artist dwells on incidentals such as the brazier 
providing warmth in the scene of Peter's denial of 
Christ and the pieces of silver scattered on the ground 
beneath the tree on which Judas has hanged himself. 

Cyclical narrative of this kind found a major ap- 
plication in the illustration of texts. Among illumi- 
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FIG. 6. Four panels of an ivory casket. Scenes of Christ's Passion and Resurrection. 


British Museum, London (Photo: Hirmer Fotoarchiv) 


nated biblical manuscripts of this period—all great 
rarities—lI single out the Itala fragment from Qued- 
linburg, dating from the early decades of the fifth 
century (Fig. 7).'? It is the earliest extant example of 
biblical book illumination, and an extraordinarily 
detailed illustration it is. The page I am showing il- 
lustrates in four scenes a sequence of only some 
twenty verses from a single chapter in the first Book 
of Samuel. The painter was directed to follow the 
text blow by blow, clearly with no other purpose than 
to bring it to life visually. 

We have come a long way here from “signitive” 
art, in which biblical stories were reduced to short- 
hand ciphers, interchangeable with quite dissimilar 
subjects such as the Good Shepherd. Epic narration 
has become a distinct category in Christian art, as it 
had always been in Greco-Roman art.!? There is, in 


fact, a close resemblance between the rendering of 
Old Testament episodes in the Quedlinburg minia- 
tures and episodes from the Aeneid in a famous illus- 
trated Vergil manuscript in the Vatican [Cat. no. 
203].7° It is possible that both were painted in the 
same atelier in Rome. 

Christian art, then, was being normalized in Greco- 
Roman terms. Evolving, as it did, ceremonial scenes 
like the traditio legis, on the one hand, and extensive 
narrative cycles, on the other, it created its own 
equivalents of two age-old categories in the religious 
art of the pagans (as well as in Roman imperial art, 
which had long since assumed a quasi-religious sta- 
tus). Another major category of ancient art that also 
assumed a distinct and important role in Christian 
contexts in the course of the fourth century was por- 
traiture (Fig. 8).?' Simple, straightforward portrayal 
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became a frequent means of honoring divine or holy 
persons. This was perhaps the most momentous de- 
velopment of all. More than the other categories of 
which I have spoken, the portrait involved an out- 
right rejection of the "signitive" method. Lacking a 
specific message, the image became its own justifica- 
tion entirely. It was there simply to be beheld and 
contemplated. Ultimately, and perhaps inevitably, it 
would be worshiped. 

One aspect of this expanding Christian art that an 
exhibition such as this cannot fully convey is its in- 
creasingly comprehensive and systematic character. 
On portable objects the imagery is often confined to 
just one of the several categories I have mentioned. 
It is in monumental art primarily, and above all in 
the pictorial decoration of churches, that one finds 
these categories combined and integrated. The walls 





FIG. 7. Quedlinburg Itala, Cod. theol. lat. fol. 485. 
Illustrations to the First Book of Samuel, chap. 
10. 

Staatsbibliothek, Berlin (Photo: after Degering-Boeckler) 


FIG. 8. Marble statuette of Christ. 


Museo Nazionale, Rome (Photo: Moscioni) 
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of S. Apollinare Nuovo, King Theodorics court 
church in Ravenna, which were decorated in mosaic 
about or soon after the year 500, may serve as an 
example (Fig. 9).?* In its three registers, the decora- 
tion of these walls combines solemn ceremonial 
processions (originally of the king and his retinue, 
though these were later replaced by corteges of mar- 
tyrs); a most impressive series of simple, statuesque 
portraits of holy persons (presumably Old Testa- 
ment prophets); and finally, at the top, an extensive 
cycle of scenes of the life of Christ. The Christian 
world order is palpably and factually presented to 
the faithful both in its historical unfolding and ın its 
present reality. 


We turn to our third stage, which begins in the 
middle of the sixth century and lasts through the 
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FIG. 9. S. Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna. South wall of nave (Photo: Alinari) 


seventh and into the eighth. One of its hallmarks is 
that large systematic programs such as those in the 
Ravenna church become scarce. Few comprehensive 
church decorations are known from this period. It is 
primarily an era of devotional images, of isolated 
and easily accessible panels, either in a fixed position 
on a church wall (Fig. 10)? or of a movable kind. In 
some ways the shift is comparable to that which was 
to take place later in Western art of the Middle Ages, 
particularly in the fourteenth century, when the great 
systems of cathedral decoration gave way to the al- 
tarpiece and the votive statue. The shift reflects a 
need for a more direct and intimate communication 
with the heavenly world. No longer is it sufficient for 
the beholder to perceive the image as a factual or 


historical record, or as part of a self-contained sys- 
tem. It must serve him here and now. It must re- 
ceive, and be responsive to, his appeals. It becomes 
a means of harnessing the heavenly powers to clear 
and present needs. This is the process I have in 
mind when I speak of "potentiation." 

'The reasons for so profound a change are bound 
to be complex. It cannot be adequately explained in 
terms of a single and direct cause-and-effect rela- 
tion. Let us remind ourselves, however, that the late 
sixth and seventh centuries were a period of mortal 
peril and convulsive change in the Mediterranean 
world. Successive invasions— Persian, Slavic, and Ar- 
abic—tore that world apart. In the face of multiple 
intrusions of unbelievers, there was an unprece- 
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dented need for Christians not only to assert their 
religious identity but also to secure divine help. The 
government itself assumed a leading role in this. In- 
creasingly, in the stress of the times, it made use of 
religious images in a variety of secular contexts to 
proclaim the authority of Christ, the Virgin, and the 
saints over human affairs.?^ 

One of the significant developments in the art of 
this period is a proliferation of simple, straightfor- 
ward portraits of holy persons. Scholars may disa- 
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gree about the dating of this or that example. But 
unquestionably there was a marked overall increase 
in the making of images of this kind—and of porta- 
ble ones in particular (Fig. 11).?° As I indicated ear- 
lier, the portrait's true function is "representation" in 
the literal sense. It exists to make present that which 
is absent. It conveys no message and illustrates no 
story. Inactive itself, it is correspondingly receptive. 
A holy person represented in this manner is ready 
to accept homage and listen to pleas and— particu- 


FIG. 10. Mosaic panel. Saint and children. Hagios 
Demetrios, Thessalonike 


(Photo: Hirmer Fotoarchiv) 


FIG. 11. Panel painting. Bust of an angel. 


Bibliotheque Nationale, Cabinet des Medailles, Paris (Photo: 
after E. Coche de la Ferté) 
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FIG. 12. Apse mosaic. St. Agnes and papal donors. 
Sant’ Agnese fuori le mura, Rome (Photo: Anderson) 


larly when the image is portable— may serve the vo- 
tary in concrete situations of need. 

From literary sources we know that well before the 
period we are now considering images of saints were 
expected to act vicariously on behalf of the saints 
themselves. We learn that in the fifth century pic- 
tures of St. Symeon Stylites were placed at the en- 
trance of workshops in Rome to ward off evil.?9 But 
it is also clear from literary sources that the fre- 
quency and intensity of such practices increased 
greatly in the late sixth and seventh centuries.?? The 
fact that simple portrayals of holy persons in porta- 
ble form proliferated during this period is surely re- 
lated to this phenomenon. Christ, the Virgin, the 
saints and, indeed, the angels became as familiar, as 
real, and as accessible in their portraits as a local 
bishop or abbot of saintly renown. Equally significant 
is the presentation of the saint, still and motionless, 
in monumental isolation as a central figure in the 
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apse of the church that houses his or her burial. Por- 
traits had always had special meaning in relation to 
tombs. In that context most particularly they conjure 
up a spiritual presence, a presence which gains a 
heightened degree of reality from the physical prox- 
imity of the body. When a saint’s image is placed in 
a central position over the altar of his or her tomb 
church, as was done by Pope Honorius I (625-38) 
in Sant’ Agnese in Rome (Fig. 12),?* these inherent 
powers of the funerary portrait are brought fully 
into play. The image presides over the holy rites. The 
saint is palpably present to serve the faithful as a 
conduit to the heavenly world. 

It was not only in simple portrayals, however, that 
this enhanced role, this new centrality of the image 
in religious life, manifested itself. The development 
affected the narrative category as well. I propose to 
discuss this aspect in somewhat more detail. 

Once again, I can draw on the riches of this exhi- 
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FIG. 13, a-d. Gold marriage ring. Scenes from the life of Christ. 
Dumbarton Oaks Collection, Washington, D.C. (Photo: Dumbarton Oaks) 


bition. From Dumbarton Oaks comes a heavy ring in 
solid gold and niello, one of several such rings made 
in the seventh century, evidently for well-to-do people 
(Fig. 193).?? On the bezel, a husband and wife are 
represented with Christ and the Virgin blessing them. 
The word omonia (“Concord”) is inscribed below. On 
the other seven facets of the octagonal hoop are 
seven tiny scenes representing events from the life 
of Christ, beginning with the Annunciation and end- 
ing with his appearance to the women after his Res- 
urrection. To say that the events are “represented” 
really overstates the case. Each scene is reduced to a 


formula recognizable only to those who already know 
the iconography. We are back here to ciphers and 
pictographs. But these ciphers, unlike those of the 
third century, make a single sequence, a complete 
life of Christ, whose help for the wearer is invoked 
in an inscription on the edge of the bezel. 

There is no doubt that the life of Christ is here 
recited as a charm. It is worn around the finger as a 
protection. Octagonal rings in themselves were cred- 
ited with beneficent properties.?? That the cycle of 
Christ's life has acquired the role of an amulet is 
proved conclusively by another group of personal 


FIG. 14, a-b. Silver bracelet. Scenes from the life of Christ and apotropaic emblems. 


Egyptian Museum, Cairo (Photo: after J. Maspero) 
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ornaments of the same period (not represented in 
the exhibition), namely, silver bracelets with a se- 
quence of formulaic scenes very similar to those on 
our ring. The cycle begins with the Annunciation 
and ends with the Ascension, and is here inter- 
spersed with patently apotropaic devices (Fig. 14).?! 

Essentially the same cycle was also represented on 
a number of objects that pilgrims in the late sixth 
and early seventh centuries acquired on visits to the 
holy sites in Palestine. Prominent among such ob- 
jects are little lead flasks filled with oil from the 
lamps that burned at Christianitys most sacred 
shrines. Some of these flasks are adorned with a se- 
quence of seven (or in one case nine) scenes neatly 
arranged in a pattern of medallions. The scenes 
epitomize the life of Christ through practically the 
same major events that we found represented on the 
rings and bracelets (Fig. 15).?* The pilgrim himself 
has trodden the ground where these events had taken 
place. The images thus relate to an intensely con- 
crete and personal experience. It is from this, not 
from any elaborate rendering, that they derive their 
"reality." At the same time, a protective element is 


FIG. 15. Pilgrims' ampulla. Scenes from the life of 
Christ. 


Cathedral Treasury, Monza (Photo: after A. Grabar) 
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present as well. Some of the flasks bear inscriptions 
invoking divine assistance and could be—and clearly 
were—worn around the neck as amulets [Cat. nos. 
525-26].°° 

These cycles are a far cry from the epic narrative 
that simply records and evokes past history. This is 
sacred history powerfully and palpably related to the 
here and now in terms of the beholder’s—or should 
one say user's?—experiences and needs. The image 
serves as a link with the divine presence along with 
the hallowed oil inside these flasks. Completeness of 
the cycle evidently was important in this connection. 
The story, however abridged, must go from the be- 
ginning to the end of Christ's life. And it must be 
presented as a closed ring or a self-contained pattern. 

There is no precedent in earlier Christian art for 
a picture cycle so conceived and thus charged. It is 
an innovation of the late and post-Justinianic age. 
On the other hand—and this should be noted at 
least in passing—there are threads that lead from 
these cycles to the so-called feast cycle that was to 
become an important element in Byzantine art of 
later centuries. The limits of the validity of that term 
need not concern us here. Unquestionably, there was 
in mature Byzantine art a core sequence of scenes 
that encompassed the life of Christ and was inti- 
mately tied to the liturgy.?* It is also undeniable that 
between our cycles and this standard set of later 
times there are connecting links.?? In other words, at 
a certain point in the history of these cycles the em- 
phasis shifted from the reality of the holy sites to the 
reality of the liturgy in which Christ's life was reen- 
acted and in which every believer was a participant. 
In either case the cycle was actualized in terms of 
personal experience. 

The emergence of the closed or patterned cycle 
can,thus be seen to have great long-range signifi- 
cance. But individual scenes from Christ's life were 
similarly “recharged” in the course of the sixth cen- 
tury. The majority of the little oil flasks from the 
Holy Land are adorned not with complete cycles but 
with selected single scenes that carried associations 
with specific places the pilgrim had visited—the site 
of the Nativity at Bethlehem, the site of the Crucifix- 
ion on Golgotha, the Holy Sepulcher adjacent to it; 
and most of these representations are not purely his- 
torical. There are anachronisms, such as pilgrims 
genuflecting at the foot of Christ's cross in the Cru- 
cifixion, or the architecture of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher providing the setting for the Marys' 
encounter with the angel (Fig. 16).°* Although topo- 
graphic references of this kind are not unknown in 
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earlier Christian art, they became prominent only in 
the period that concerns us.?? Clearly they served as 
a means of relating the events depicted to the here 
and now. | 

On the famous eucharistic paten from Riha, a 
work of the period of Justin II (565-78), a compa- 
rable result was achieved by means of the liturgy 
(Fig. 17).?? Liturgical references again are nothing 


FIG. 17. Silver paten from Riha. 
Communion of the Apostles. 


Dumbarton Oaks Collection, 
Washington, D.C. 
(Photo: Dumbarton Oaks) 
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FIG. 16, a-b. Pilgrims' ampulla. 
Crucifixion (obverse) and Holy 
Women at the Tomb (reverse). 


Dumbarton Oaks Collection, Washington, 
D.C. (Photo: Dumbarton Oaks) 


new in Christian iconography. But on the Riha paten 
the liturgical interpretation of a biblical event has 
been carried very far indeed. The Last Supper has 
become a Communion of the Apostles with Christ 
offidating as the priest administering the sacra- 
ments. He is represented twice— dispensing the bread 
to six of his disciples and the wine to the other six. 
The action he performs was, of course, profoundly 
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FIG. 18. Transfiguration mosaic. 
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St. Catherine’s Monastery, Sinai (Photo: Courtesy of Alexandria, Michigan, Princeton Expedition to Mt. Sinai) 


real and familiar to every communicant. Seeing it 
represented on the plate from which he himself re- 
ceived the host, the communicant must indeed have 
felt the past merging with the present. In all proba- 
bility, the scene was not originally devised for a li- 
turgical vessel. It has numerous parallels in later 
apse mosaics and frescoes; and the suggestion has 
been made that its prototype was a monumental 
painting in the Church of Holy Sion in Jerusalem, 
where pilgrims of this period were shown the very 
room of the Last Supper.?? It is possible, therefore, 
that the image on the paten was charged with topo- 
graphical as well as liturgical actuality. 

In the apse mosaic of the church of St. Catherine’s 
Monastery at Mount Sinai (Fig. 18),*? executed late 
in Justinian's reign, we have an actual example of a 
Gospel scene thus monumentally displayed at a locus 
sanctus and acquiring special power from its local as- 
sociation. The subject here is the Transfiguration, an 


event in which Moses was a prime participant. It is 
he, of course, who provides the local link. We are at 
the very site where God had revealed himself to 
Moses—two subsidiary mosaic panels on the wall 
above the apse represent these earlier theophanies 
recorded in the Book of Exodus—and in the Trans- 
figuration he was a witness to the divinity of Christ. 
Placed before us in this particular spot, the scene 
acquires an extra dimension of reality. 

Events from the Gospels and the life of Christ 
came to be singled out elsewhere in church decora- 
tions during our period; and the connection with the 
here and now of the beholder's experience is not al- 
ways as self-evident as it is in the case of the Sinai 
mosaic. In Sta. Maria Antiqua in Rome, for instance, 
one finds side by side with clearly devotional images 
of saints (which, as I said earlier, are a characteristic 
phenomenon of the period) self-contained panels 
depicting events such as the Annunciation and 
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Christ's Descent into Hell.*! So far as the Annuncia- 
tion is concerned, the explanation may not be far to 
seek. We are, after all, in a church dedicated to the 
Virgin, and the choice of this scene may have been 
dictated simply by devotion to her. In the case of 
the Descent into Hell, however, the motivation is not 
so clear.*^ And the elaborately framed and clearly 
self-contained mosaic panel with Christs Presenta- 
tion in the Temple discovered some years ago in 
Istanbul poses a similar problem (Fig. 19).4? The 
mosaic, which is certainly a work of the period be- 
fore iconoclasm, was in an accessible position in the 
sanctuary area of a church of unknown dedication. 
In later Byzantine art such panels— whether fixed or 
movable—would be called feast icons. The refer- 
ence, in other words, would be liturgical. But to re- 
late this mosaic specifically to the feast of the 
Hypapante on February 2nd—or those Roman fres- 
coes of the Descent into Hell to the celebration of 
Easter—could well be an unwarranted anticipation 
of a development belonging to a subsequent age. 
The problem that lurks here is of some importance 
for the very reason that the single New Testament 
scene was to have a considerable future in Byzantine 
art. Given their context (or, if you will, lack of con- 
text), panels such as these are likely to have their 
raison d'étre in some specific element relating them to 
the beholder’s world. But for the moment, at least, 
the nature of this experiential reference remains in 
doubt. 

I shall close my discussion of “potentiated” narra- 
tive scenes with one more object from the exhibi- 
tion—the beautiful enamel staurotheca that once 
belonged to the Fieschi family in Genoa and came to 
the Metropolitan Museum with the Morgan collec- 
tion (Fig. 20).44 While the date of its manufacture 
may well be somewhat beyond the avowed chrono- 
logical limits of the show, the Fieschi-Morgan reli- 
quary is an extraordinarily telling example of the 
development I have described. It is a container for a 
relic of the True Cross; and the Crucifixion scene 
displayed on its sliding lid acquires special weight 
and heightened reality from its physical association 
with that relic. But on the inside of the lid— visible 
only to him who is privileged to open the box—are 
four more scenes, engraved in niello, and one of 
them is the Crucifixion again, in a rendering very 
similar to that on the outside. The repetition seems 
puzzling, the more so since there is no reason to 
doubt that the niello work is part of the original de- 
sign. But I think it becomes intelligible in the light of 
what we saw earlier about cyclical illustrations of 
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Christ's life on rings, bracelets, and pilgrims’ flasks. 
Brief as this particular cycle is, it is an epitome of 
that life in its entirety—from the Annunciation to 
the Anastasis. While the image on the outside refers 
to the relic enshrined in the box (bringing that relic 
to life and in turn being energized by it), the cycle 
on the inside is protective and apotropaic.^? Images 
thus appear in two different functions on the same 
object, and these functions are clearly differentiated 
by technique, scale, and degree of visibility. In addi- 
tion, the decoration comprises a large number of tiny 
busts of saints, all with their names inscribed. There 
are fourteen such busts framing the Crucifixion on 
the outside and the same number again on the edges. 
It has long been recognized that they constitute a 
litany, a prayer of intercession in pictorial form.*® In 
effect, then, this small and exquisitely wrought ob- 
ject brings into play all three of the realms that in 
our third period became important in relating reli- 
gious images to the beholder's own experience—the 
realm of relics, the realm of charms and apotropaia, 
and the realm of prayer and ritual. 


FIG. 19. Mosaic. Presentation of Christ in the 
Temple. 


Kalenderhane Djami, Istanbul (Photo: George E. Thomas, 
Kalenderhane Archaeological Project) 
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. FIG. 20, a-b. Reliquary for fragment of the True Cross: a. top, showing sliding lid with Crucifixion and busts 
of saints in enamel; b. inside of lid, with scenes from the life of Christ in niello. 


The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, Gift of J. Pierpont Morgan, 17.190.715 (Photo: The Metropolitan Museum of Art) 


All of these factors—let me stress this once more— 
had played a role in earlier Christian art. But there 
is no doubt that they came to the fore with unprece- 
dented strength during the last of our three stages; 
and quite often more than one of them became op- 
erative in the same image or object simultaneously. 
What they all had in common was that they involved 
the divine presence in the here and now. That pres- 
ence was palpably experienced in relics, tombs, and 
holy sites which literally put the faithful in touch with 
the persons and the events that had made redemp- 
tion a reality; it was similarly experienced in the lit- 
urgy in which God's redemptive work was reenacted; 
and it was experienced by sheer intensity of desire in 
every ardent act of prayer or invocation. To which- 
ever of these experiences the image was related, it 
ceased to be merely a record, an objective statement, 
and became a conduit or receptacle of divine power. 
Quite evidently, visual form was felt to have special 
properties which enabled it to hold or attract that 
power. 


I called this paper "Christian Imagery: Growth 
and Impact." I hope I have succeeded in giving some 
idea of the extraordinary process whereby Christian 
imagery grew—from its signitive beginnings in the 
third century to its stage of potency in the seventh. 
I have left myself little time to speak about its impact 
on subsequent developments. But what I want to say 
on this score can be said very quickly. 

In my introduction, I spoke of the eighth century 
as a turning point in the history of Western art. In 
trying to evaluate the momentous new departures of 
that time, it is important to bear in mind what the 
image had then become in Christian society. The 
image of which the Byzantine government of Leo 
III and Constantine V made such a burning issue 
was not the image of the catacombs, nor even that of 
the great mosaic systems we know from Ravenna. It 
was the potent image of our third stage. And it was 
this same image that confronted the newly accultur- 
ated Moslems and the newly converted peoples of 
northern Europe. 
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FIG. 21. Wall mosaic with architectural landscape. 
Great Mosque, Damascus (Photo: Courtesy of O. Grabar) 





FIG. 22. Purse-lid with inlaid ornaments, from the Sutton Hoo ship burial. 


British Museum, London (Photo: British Museum) 





FIG. 23. Gilt-bronze plaque with Crucifixion, found 
at Athlone. 


National Museum of Ireland, Dublin (Photo: National 
Museum of Ireland) 


Byzantine iconoclasm*’ is an unintelligible phe- 
nomenon if it is not viewed in the light of what had 
happened in the sphere of religious images in the 
preceding age. Iconoclasm constituted a reversal of 
the imperial government's own previous policy, and 
no doubt there were good reasons for this reversal. 
Other issues, especially social and economic ones, 
may well have been involved; and at a certain point 
doctrinal and specifically Christological questions be- 
came important. But the image and its function in 
society was and remained central to the controversy. 
Ultimately, however, iconoclasm was only an inter- 
lude. Byzantine art of the ninth and tenth centuries 
is often thought of in terms of an entirely fresh start. 
Actually, much of it was a restoration of the status 
quo; and this involved a reattachment to our third 
stage. To what extent the role of the religious image 
in Byzantine society was tempered by the iconoclas- 
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FIG. 24. St. John the Evangelist. 


Stiftsbibliothek, St. Gall, Cod. 51 (Photo: after Duft and 
Meyer 


tic crisis is an interesting question. Officially, at least, 
the image was never again credited with quite the 
potency that it had attained in the seventh century. 
But it certainly regained a central role in religious 
life.*® 

The Moslems, on the other hand, rejected the im- 
age, at least in the religious sphere, for good and all. 
Whatever their attitude to representational art in 
general, they settled a potentially sensitive issue by 
eschewing altogether the representation of animate 
beings in religious and, more broadly, in official con- 
texts.*? It is the monuments rather than the texts that 
speak most loudly and clearly. I have in mind the 
pointedly nonfigural coins of the Umayyad caliphs 
and the great mosaic decorations of the Umayyad 
mosques, in which representation is limited to inan- 
imate objects (Fig. 21).°° The very fact that these 
monuments depended heavily on Byzantine ante- 
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cedents (to say nothing of Byzantine skills and ma- 


terials used in their production) suggests that the 


Christian experience had a great deal to do with 
shaping the Moslem attitude. Potentiation, then, had 
as negative an effect here as in Byzantium itself in 
the eighth century. Byzantine iconoclasm and Mos- 
lem nonfigural art are two reactions to the same 
phenomenon, whether or not the former was ac- 
tually influenced by the latter, which is an eternally 
controversial question. 


FIG. 25. Fifth-century ivory plaque. Detail of Christ 
healing the paralytic and the man possessed. 


Musée du Louvre, Paris (Photo: Hirmer Fotoarchiv) 
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As for the peoples of the far North, the situation 
there was very different. Images came with the con- 
version to Christianity; and, whatever the role that 
the ecclesiastic leadership may have envisioned for 
them in the life of the newly established churches, 
there was fertile ground there for the potent image. 
The Germanic peoples had an artistic tradition of 
their own going back many centuries, a tradition 
bound up with the decoration of their weapons, 


FIG. 26. Carolingian ivory plaque. Detail of Christ 
healing the paralytic and the man possessed. 
Bodleian Library, Oxford (Photo: Münchow) 
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utensils, and personal ornaments (Fig. 22); and, al- 
though we tend to consider this rich and intricate 
repertory of forms as being indeed just "ornament," 
there is no doubt that much of it was, in fact, protec- 
tive and amuletic and was credited with beneficent 
powers.?! These northern peoples, therefore, were 
predisposed to endow the image with a role compa- 
rable to that which it had slowly and gradually as- 
sumed in the life of Mediterranean Christendom 
during the sixth and seventh centuries. This explains 
the speed and ease with which the seemingly alien 
art brought by the missionaries was absorbed and as- 
similated by Germanic and Celtic craftsmen (Fig. 
23).?? Christian imagery was not turned into “orna- 
ment." Rather, it was invested with the same powers 
that spirals, knot-work, and zoomorphic interlace 
had possessed all along. It was integrated into the 
repertory of potent signs, to which it added a new 
force and a new, quite specific content. There is a 
literary counterpart to this in an author such as the 
Venerable Bede, for whom prayer and devotional 
practice were very much a matter of keeping Satan 
and unclean spirits at bay.°? Thanks to these deeply 
ingrained attitudes and traditions, Christian artists 
in the North very rapidly evolved visual forms more 
fully adequate to the notion of the potent religious 
image than anything ever achieved by their brethren 
in the Mediterranean world. It was in the British 
Isles in the eighth century that the potent image re- 
ceived its fullest aesthetic realization (Fig. 24).°* 


NOTES 


1. Since this lecture was written two articles have ap- 
peared that challenge the proposition that in the period 
about A. D. 200 a major change occurred in the Christian 
attitude toward the visual arts as an element of religious 
life: P. C. Finney, "Antecedents of Byzantine Iconoclasm," 
The Image and the Word, J. Gutmann, ed., Missoula, Mon- 
tana, 1977, pp. 27-47; Sister Charles Murray, "Art and the 
Farly Church," Journal of Theological Studies, N.S. XXVIII, 
1977, pp. 303-45. This is not the place to take issue with 
these studies. The principal evidence on which my state- 
ments rest is summarized very briefly in my recent book, 
Byzantine Art in the Making, London, 1977, pp. 19-20, and 
notes 31-33. 


2. Cat. no. 462. F. W. Deichmann, G. Boivini, and 
H. Brandenburg, Repertorium der chnistlich-antiken Sarko- 
phage, 1, Wiesbaden, 1967, pp. 62-63, no. 66, and pl. 21. 


3. T. Klauser, in his "Studien zur Entstehungsge- 
schichte der christlichen Kunst,” has provided a healthy 
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There was, however, in the transalpine North, a 
formidable reaction, and that reaction came with 
Charlemagne. His was an era of enlightenment. The 
cultural program that he and his advisers instituted 
and pursued so vigorously and systematically was 
predicated on a firm belief in the power of knowl- 
edge and the importance of education.9? Thus, it is 
not surprising that in matters of art they turned 
back to our second stage with its emphasis on re- 
cording, on explication, and on straight historical 
narrative. With diligence and purposefulness, 
craftsmen were directed to school themselves on 
works of the fourth and fifth centuries (Figs. 25, 
26).°° The corresponding policy statement may be 
found in the Libri Carolini, an official treatise on the 
subject of images written at the behest of Charle- 
magne himself. However dubious the political moti- 
vation of that document and however muddled its 
content, it amounts to an indictment of the potent 
image and its role in religious practice. Works of art 
were "removed from the realm of the 'numinous'."5? 
What Charlemagne and his advisers proclaimed was 
the commemorative and didactic, as well as the dec- 
orative, function of pictorial art. As a result of this 
Carolingian reaction, the scope and range of North- 
ern pictorial art were enormously and lastingly ex- 
panded. With the spell of potency broken, the 
medieval West was ready to enter into the fullness of 
the Mediterranean artistic heritage—a fullness su- 
perbly displayed in this exhibition.°® 


corrective to a tendency, rife at times in earlier scholar- 
ship, to interpret in Christian terms any and all knophoroi 
in Late Antique art. See, especially, Jahrbuch für Antike und 
Christentum, VIII-IX, 1965-66, pp. 126—70, and X, 1967, 
pp. 82-120 (with references to his earlier articles). But un- 
doubtedly he went much too far. For a more balanced 
view, see H. Brandenburg, Überlegungen zum Ursprung der 
frühchristlichen Bildkunst, IX Congresso Internazionale di 
Archeologia Cristiana, Rome, 1975, p. 11. 


4. W. Weidle, The Baptism of Art. . . , Westminster, n.d., 
pp. 10-11. 


5. For Orpheus as a motif in Early Christian funerary 
art, see the paper by G. M. A. Hanfmann above, pp. 87- 
88. Christ-Helios is the central theme of a well-known mos- 
aic that adorns the ceiling of a small mausoleum in the ne- 
cropolis beneath St. Peter's in Rome [Cat. no. 467]. See 
A. Grabar, Le premier art chrétien, Paris, 1966, p. 8o, fig. 74. 
Cf. E. H. Kantorowicz, "Oriens Augusti—Lever du Roi," 
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Dumbarton Oaks Papers, XVII, 1963, pp. 117-77, esp. pp. 
143-45 and fig. 30. 


6. See T. Klauser, "Studien zur Entstehungsgeschichte 
der christlichen Kunst, IV,” Jahrbuch für Antike und Chns- 
tentum, 1961, pp. 128-34. H. Brandenburg, Uberlegungen, 


pp. 5-8. 


7. See the statistics. given by T. Klauser, "Stu- 
dien ... , IV,” p. 133. For the ceiling decoration with the 
story of Jonah illustrated in fig. 2, see G. P. Kirsch, "Un 
gruppo di cripte dipinte inedite del Cimitero dei Ss. Pietro 
e Marcellino," Rivista di Archeologia Cristiana, VII, 1930, 


pp. 203-34, esp. pp. 226-32. 


8. J. Wilpert, Roma sotterranea: Le pitture delle catacombe 
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Christ enthroned, 44, 45, 47, 49, 110—11, 12(45), 13(46) 

Christ healing the blind, 40, 42, 5(41) 

Christ healing the paralytic, 109 

Christ healing the paralytic and the man possessed, 160, 
25,26(159) 

Christ healing the woman with the issue of blood, 109 

Christ-Helios, 110, 142, 160 n.5 

Christ Logos, 31, 88, 93, 104, 105, 106. See also Logos 

Christogram. See Chi Rho 

Christ-Orpheus, 87, 88, 142 

Christ and the Samaritan woman at the well, 109 

Christ separating the sheep from the goats, 45, 11(45) 

Christ treading on a lion and a snake, 44, 9,10(44) 

Chrysostom, Saint John, 32, 33, 47, 59, 69 n.83 

Churches. See names of specific churches 

Circuses, 21, 23—24; Circus Maximus, Rome, 29 

Claudian, 76 

Clement of Alexandria, 109; and Greek thought, 55, 56, 
66 n.17, 67 n.25, 78; life of, 62; Protrepticus, 56, 88 

Clementia of Marcus Aurelius, 49 

Codices. See Manuscripts, and individual names of cod- 
ices 

Coins, 22, 45, 109 n.84; Islamic, 158 

Colluthus, 34 

Column of Arcadius, Constantinople, 46 
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Column of Trajan, Rome, 49 

Coming of the Kingdom of Peace, 25 

Commentaries of Origen. See Origen 

Commentarii of Lorenzo Ghiberti. $ee Ghiberti, Lorenzo 

Commodus, bust of, 46 

Communion of the Apostles. See Apostles, Communion 
of the 

Confessions of Saint Augustine. See Augustine, Saint 

Constans, 39 

Constantine I, 19, 24, 78, 144; Arch of, 1, 2, 11, 21, 40, 
42, 46, 90, 111, 2(40), 4,6(41), 27(90); building by, 20, 
29, 30, 31, 33, 125, 127; conversion of, 13, 14, 106—7, 
110, 112, 141 

Constantine V, 156 

Constantinople: Arch of Theodosius I, 46; baths, 29, of 
Zeuxippus, 29, 30; Column of Arcadius, 48; Councils 
of, I, 31, 107, II, 107, III, 108; Forum Tauri, 46; 
Hagia Sophia, 21, 29, 72 n.96, 131, 133, 134, 13(131); 
Hippodrome, 21, 24, 29, 46; history of, 21, 29 ff., 46, 
47; Holy Apostles, Church of the, 29; imperial pal- 
aces, 44, 82-83, 86, 132, 14(83); library in, 33-34; ob- 
elisk of Theodosius, 46; palace of Antiochos, 132-33; 
Saints Sergios and Bacchos, Church of, 131, 133, 
1 1(131); scholarship in, 33, 34, 35, 36; Vatican Pto- 
lemy Handlists, 80—81. See also Istanbul; names of in- 
dividual palaces 

Constantius II, 29, 30, 59, 107; bronze head of, 18; 
scriptorium, 33 

Consuls, 15, 24 

Coptic art: icon, 64; textiles, 64, 87, 92, 22(86) 

Corpus Christianorum, 12 

Councils, 107-8; of Braga, 82; of Chalcedon, 31-32, 33, 
107, 113; of Constantinople: I, 31, 107, II, 107, III, 
108; of Ephesus, 32, 48, 78, 94 n.15, 107, 112; of Ni- 
caea: I, 31, 78, II, 108, 113 

Crateuas, 80 

Cronaca, 123, 135, 5(124) 

Cross, 43, 47, 57, 112; from Pieve of Vicopisano, 162 
n.35,n.44; from Pliska, 162 n.35,n.44 

Crossing of the Red Sea, 49 

Crucifixion, history of, 101, 112, 113; representations 
Of, 43, 111, 112-13, 145, 155, 6(146), 13d(151), 
16a(153) 20a,b(156), 23(158); site of, 152 

Crypt of Lucina. See Catacomb of Saint Callistus 

Cybele, cult of, 3, 89 

Cyprian, Saint, 39, 54 

Cyprus, silver plates from, 2, 64 

Cyril, bishop of Alexandria, 32, 94 n.15,107 

Cyril Celer, bishop of Laodicaea Combusta, 19—20 

Cyrillians, 78 


D 


Dacians. See Battle of the Dacians 
Damascus, Great Mosque, 158—59, 21(157) 
Daniel, 40, 109, 142, 3(41), 3(143) 
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Darwinism, 9—10 

David: as Orpheus, 87, 88—89, 24(87); on silver plates 
from Cyprus, 2, 64 

Dead Sea scrolls, 103 

Death of Peregrinus of Lucian of Samosata. See Lucian of 
Samosata 

De Civitate Dei of Saint Augustine. See Augustine, Saint 

Delphian tripod, 30 

Demeter, 89, 25(88) 

Demetrius, Saint, 24 

Demosthenes, 65, 64, 73 n.105 

Descent into Hell. See Christ's Descent into Hell 

Dialogues of Plato. See Plato 

Diana, 46 

Diathekai. See Orpheus, Testament of 

Digenis Acrites, imaginary palace of, 86 

Dio Cassius, 132 

Dionysos, 3 

Dioscorus, 32-33 

Dioscuri, 89-90 

Dioscurides of Anazarbus, 79-80 

Diptychs: with Apotheosis, 117 n.84; with authors and 
muses, 76—77, 2(76); of Halberstatt, 47; of the Sym- 
machi-Nicomachi families, 89, 25(88) 

Discourse to the Greeks of Tatian. See Tatian 

Dishes. See Silverwork 

Docetism, 104, 105 

Dogmatic sarcophagi, 40, 42-43, 111, 1(40), 3,5(41) 

Domitilla, Catacomb of, 116 n.70, 117 n.82 

Domus ecclesiae, 109, 126 

Doubting Thomas. See Thomas, Saint 

Dove of the Holy Spirit, 47, 110, 112, 14(48) 

Du Bois-Reymond, Emil, 9 

Dura Europos, Syria: baptistery, 3, 109; house church, 
128; synagogue, 3, 87, 108 


E 


Eclogue of Vergil. See Vergil 

Ecthesis of Heraclius. See Heraclius 
Ecumenical Councils. See Councils 

Edessa, 23 

Edict of Milan, 39 

Eleusinian mysteries, 89 

E..,ah, 2, 110 

Empedocles, 55 

Emperor and sons standing on a dragon, 44 
Empty throne. See Hetotmasia 

Enamel work, 112, 155, 20a(156) 

Encaustic painting, 44 

Endymion, 109 

Engels, Friedrich, 10 

Engineering treatises, 3 

Enoch, 103 

Ephesian relief, 49 

Ephesus, Turkey, Council of, 32, 48, 77, 94 n.15, 107, 
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112; Theater Room, 84; wall painting of Sappho, 
76-77, 1(76) 

Ephrem the Syriac, Saint, 61, 72 n.97 

Epictetus, 56; Stoic Manual, 62 

Epicurus, 15 

Epigrams of Gregory of Nazianzus. See Gregory of Na- 
zianzus, Saint 

Epimenides, 54 

Epiphanius of Cyprus, 56 

Epiphany, Feast of, 57 

Epistles of Saint Ambrose. See Ambrose, Saint 

Epistles of Saint Paul. See Paul, Saint 

Equestrian motif, 87, 22(86) 

Erasmus, 35 

Euagrius Ponticus, 12, 31 

Eucharist, 9o, 110 

Eudocia, 54 

Eunapius, 22, 59; Vitae sophistarum, 34 

Euripides, 54, 55. 56, 61; Hippolytus, 84, 17, 18(84); Iphi- 
genia at Tauris, 58 

Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, 12, 30, 43, 44, 78, 110, 
117 n.77 

Eusebius, bishop of Nicomedia, 31 

Eustathius, 86 

Eutaxia, Lady, 24 

Eve. See Adam and Eve 


F 


Fastigium, 110, 126, 138 n.5 

Feeding of the Multitude. See Multiplication of the 
loaves and fishes 

Ferrero, Guglielmo, 9 

Fieschi-Morgan reliquary, 155, 162 n.35, n.44, 20a,b(156) 

Flasks. See Ampullae 

Fortuna Annonaria. $ee Annonaria, Fortuna 

Fortunatus, Venantius, Pange lingua, 118 n.89 

Forum Tauri, Constantinople, 46 

Frescoes, Dura Europos; baptistery, 3, 109; synagogue, 
3, 87, 108; Jerusalem, Church of Holy Sion, 154; Na- 
turns, Church of Saint Proculus, 95 n.27; Rome: cata- 
comb of Saint Callistus, 88, 110, 142, 3(143); cata- 
comb of Santi Pietro e Marcellino, 142, 2(143); 
catacomb on the Via Latina, 45; Santa Maria Antiqua, 
112, 154—55 

Frieze sarcophagi, 44, 144, 9(44), 4(144) 

Fronto, 105 


G 


Galen, 56, 105 

Galerius, Arch of, Thessalonike, 45, 47 

Galla Placidia, mausoleum of, Ravenna, 83-84 

Gallienic sarcophagus, 44, 45 

Gaza, synagogue, mosaic in, 87, 24(87) 

Genesis, 55, 82. See also individual scenes from, and Vi- 
enna Genesis 
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George of Pisidia, 63, 64 

Ghiberti, Lorenzo, / Commentarii, 1,2 

Gibbon, Edward, 7 ff. 

Glasswork, Alexandria as center of, 78; cups, 111; por- 
trait panels, 78, 3(77), 7(79); vessels, 145 | 

Gnosticism, 1, 104, 108 | 

Gold: coins, 22, cross, 162 n.35,n.44; ring, 151, 13(151) 

Golden Octagon, Antioch. See Antioch, Great Church 

Golgotha, 152 

Good Shepherd, 109, 110, 142, 146, 1(142), 2,3(143) 

Gospel according to the Nazareans, 114 n.10 

Gospels, 79, 142, 145, 154; and appearance of Jesus, 
108; and birthdate of Jesus, 113 n.1; Good Shepherd 
in, 142; literary style of, 54, 55. See also names and 
scenes from, and individual manuscripts 

Grabar, André, 39, 47 

Gratian, 39 

Great Church, Antioch, 131, 193, 136 

Great Mosque, Damascus, 158—59, 21(157) 

Gregory of Nazianzus, Saint: as bishop of Constanti- 
nople, 31, 32; epigrams of, 57, 58, 59, 60, 64; funeral 
eulogies of, 58, 61; homilies of, 57; letters of, 59, 60, 
63; literary style of, 57 ff., 70 n.81, 71 n.83, 73 n.105; 
Orations, 64 t 

Gregory of Nyssa, Saint, 59, 60, 61, 62 


H 


Hadrian, Emperor, 49; villa of, 131-32, 133, 135, 
15(132), 16(133), 18(135) 

Hadrian I, Pope, 108 

Haecbertus, 83 

Hagia Sophia, Constantinople, 21, 29, 74 n.96, 131, 133, 
134, 13(131) 

Hagios Demetrios, Thessalonike, mosaic, 148, 10(149) 

Halberstatt, diptych of, 47 

Hamat Tiberias, Israel, synagogue, mosaic, 82, 12(82) 

Hand of God, 22, 78, 112 

Heemskerck, Martin van, 129, 9(128) 

Helen (Constantine's mother), 31 

Helen (myth.), 89 

Helios, 80-81, 82, 106, 142, 160 n.5, ro(80), 1 1(81), 12, 
13(82) 

Hellenists. See Jewish Christianity 

Henchir Massaouda, Tunisia, baptistery, mosaic, 83, 
16(83) 

Henoticon of Zeno. See Zeno 

Heraclea, 31 

Heracles, 3, 46, 58, 63, 103 

Heraclius, Emperor, 63, 64; Ecthesis, 107, 108 

Herbal, 79-80 

Hercules. See Heracles 

Herodotus, 55 

Hesiod, Theogony, 55; Works and Days, 60 

Hestia Polyolbos, 24, 91 

Hetoimasıa, 47, 49, 119 n.93, 14,15(49) 

Heuresis, 80 
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Hexaemeron of Saint Basil. See Basil the Great, Saint 

Hilary, Pope, 136 

Hilary of Arles, 14-15 

Hinton Saint Mary (Dorset), England, mosaic, 57, 85, 
19,20(85) 

Hippodrome, Constantinople, 21, 24, 29, 46 

Hippolytus (Christian), 12, 104, 105, 108 

Hippolytus (myth.), 84—85, 17,18(84) 

Hippolytus of Euripides. See Euripides 

Holy Cross, Chapel of the, Rome, 136, 19(137) 

Holy Sepulcher, Church of the, Bethlehem, 152, 16b(153) 

Holy Sion, Church of, Jerusalem, 154 

Holy Women at the Tomb. See Women at the Tomb 

Homer, 59, 63, 78, 84; and apologists, 55, 56, 57; and 
Basil the Great, 61; and Gregory of Nazianzus, 58, 70 
n.81; Iliad, 55, 57, 62, 67 n.31; Odyssey, 57, 61, 63, 67 
n.31; portraits of, 78, 95 n.20, 3,4(77) 

Honoratus, Saint, 14-15 

Honorius I, Pope, 150 

House of the Red Pavement, Antioch, mosaic, 84, 17(84) 

Huarte, Syria, Church of, 25 

Hume, David, 8 

Hunting, 22, 23—24, 82-83, 14(83) 


I 


Iconoclastic controversy, 4, 108, 112, 113, 141, 158, 159 
Icons, 25, 92, 108, 112, 113, 71(149); development of, 
2, 4, 91, 144; feast icons, 4, 155, 162 n.35, 169 n.48 

Ignatius of Antioch, Saint, 110, 113 n.5 

Iliad of Homer. See Homer 

Illuminations. See Manuscripts 

Imperial palaces, Constantinople, 44, 82-83, 86, 132, 
14(83). See also names of individual palaces 

Incarnation, 4, 62, 106, 107, 110, 112 

Incredulity of Saint Thomas. See Thomas, Saint 

Iphigenia at Tauris of Euripides. See Euripides 

Isaac, 50. See also Sacrifice of Isaac 

Isaiah, 57, 108 

Isis, cult of, 3 

Islam, 8, 101; art of, 141, 158—59. See also individual 
monuments 

Isocrates, 64 

Istanbul, Kalenderhane Djami, mosaic, 155, 19(155). See 
also Constantinople 

Ivory book covers, 111 

Ivory box from Saqqara, 94 n.16 

Ivory casket, 145, 6(146) 

Ivory cosmetic box, 94 n.16 

Ivory diptychs: with Apotheosis, 117 n.84; with authors 
and muses, 76—77, 2(76); of the Symmachi-Nicomachi 
families, 89, 25(88) 

Ivory plaques: with Bellerophon, 86, 21(86); with Cru- 
cifixion, 112; with miracles of Christ, 160, 25, 26(159); 
with poets and muses, 77, 2(76); with the True Cross, 
118 n.89 
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Ivory pyxis from Brioude, 87, 23(87) 
Ivory reliefs: with archangel, 63; with the Passion and 
Resurrection, 146, 6(146) 


J 


Jacob, 50 

Jerome, Saint, 30, 67 n.24, 76, 83 

Jerusalem, Anastasis Rotunda, 134-35; Church of Holy 
Sion, 154; Church of the Last Supper, go 

Jewelry, 112, 155; bracelet, 152, 14(151); rings, 109, 
151, 13(151) 

Jewish Christianity, and Adoptionism, 105; Hellenists, 
108 

John Chrysostom. See Chrysostom, Saint John 

John of Damascus, 2, 4, 163 n.48 

John the Evangelist, Saint, 54, 79, 106, 113 n.1, 114 
n.10, 160, 9(80), 24(158) 

Jonah, 59, 109, 110, 142, 2(143) 

Jones, Sir William, 8 

Joseph and Potiphar' wife, 84 

Josephus Flavius, 66 n.18 

Joshua, 49, 50 

Judaism, art of: Hellenistic, 102, 103; Orphic tradition 
in, 87, 98 n.76. See also Synagogues 

Judas, 145, 6(146) 

Julian the Apostate, 2, 15, 30, 33, 59, 60, 76 

Julii family, Tomb of, 110 

Junius Bassus. See Bassus, Junius 

Jupiter, 45, 46, 89 

Justinian, 141; building policies of, 20, 21; Monastery of 
Saint Catherine, 2, 78; scholarship in the reign of, 12, 
34, 35, 72 n.96; theology of, 11—12, 101, 107 

Justin Martyr, 43, 55, 65 n.5, 106, 112 


K 


Kalenderhane Djami, Istanbul, mosaic, 155, 19(155) 
Kalends of January, Feast of, 24 

Kenchreai, Greece, glass panels from, 78, 3(77), 7(79) 
Kontakion, 63, 72 n.92, n.96, n.97 

Kriophoros. See Good Shepherd 

Kyrios, 103 


L 


Labarum, 43, 52 n.45 

Lady Eutaxia, 24 

Lamp, 57, 61, 68 n.36 

Last Judgment, 45 

Last Supper, 90; site of, 154. See also Apostles, Commu- 
nion of the 

Last Supper, Church of the, Jerusalem, 9o 

Lateran Baptistery, Rome, 135 

Lateran Basilica, Rome. See San Giovanni in Laterano, 
Rome 
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Lausiac History of Palladius. See Palladius 

Lausus, 59 

Lazarus. See Raising of Lazarus 

Leda and the swan, 89-90 

Leo I, Pope, 107 

Leo III, Emperor, 108, 156 

Lexikon of Patriarch Photius. See Photius, Patriarch 

Libanius, 59, 60, 62; poem on spring, 58, 68 n.43; and 
scholarly life in Constantinople, 34, 35, 36 

Library, Constantinople, 33-34 

Libri Carolini, 160 

Licinius, 30, 44, 46; gardens of, 132 

Liebig, Julius, 9 

Life of Saint Anthony by Saint Athanasius. See Athanasius, 
Saint 

Logos, 54, 103. See also Christ-Logos 

Lombroso, Cesare, 9 

Lothair Gospels, 45 

Lucian of Samosata, Death of Peregrinus, 105 

Lucina, Crypt of. See Catacomb of Saint Callistus 

Luke, Saint, 31, 54, 104, 111 

Luke-Acts, 114 n.10 


M 


Macrobius, 76 

Madonna. See Virgin Mary 

Magi. See Adoration of the Magi 

Malalas, 62 

Malchus, 34 

Mamas, Saint, 61; Church of, 58 

Manuscripts, 33, 145—46; Codex Aureus, 79, 95 n.29, 
9(80); Dead Sea Scrolls, 103; Euripides’ Hippolytus, 84, 
17,18(84); Lothair Gospels, 45; Moutier-Grandval Bi- 
ble, 45; Physiologus, 83, 93, 15(83); Quedlinburg Itala 
fragments, 49, 146, 7(147); Saint Gall Cod. 51, 160, 
24(158); Stuttgart Psalter, 44; Vatican Ptolemy Hand- 
lists, 80—81, 10(80); Vergilius Romanus, 79, 97 n.27, 
8(80); Vergilius Vaticanus, 49, 52 n.62, 146; Vienna 
Genesis, 2, 4 n.5. See also Astronomical treatises, En- 
gineering treatises, Medical treatises, and Zoological 
illustrations 

Marcion of Pontus, 104 

Marcus Aurelius, 54, 55, 105, 136. See also Clementia of 
Marcus Aurelius 

Mark the Evangelist, Saint, 31, 64 

Marrou, Henri Irénée, 17-18, 75 

Marx, Karl, 10 

Marxism, 14, 16 n.12 

Mary, Saint. See Virgin Mary 

Massimo, catacomb of, 117 n.82 

Matthew, Saint, 47, 62, 111, 114 n.10 

Mausolea: Ravenna, of Galla Placidia, 83-84; Rome, be- 
neath Saint Peter's, 160 n.5 

Maxentius, Basilica of, 126 

Medical treatises, 3, 79-80, 82, 13(82) 
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Melchisedek, 49 

Meleager, 93, 29(92) 

Menander, 54, 55, 56, 62 

Methodius, bishop of Olympus, 56-57, 85, 86 

Milan, 30, 31; San Lorenzo, 131, 133, 14(132). See also 
Edict of Milan 

Milvian Bridge. See Battle of the Milvian Bridge 

Minerva Medica, Temple of, Rome, 132, 136, 17(133) 

Minutius Felix, 43, 108 

Miracle at Cana, 40, 110 

Missorium of Theodosius, 22, 51 n.34, 111 

Mithraeum, Rome, under Santo Stefano Rotondo, 123 

Mithras, cult of, 3 

Modalism, 104, 105, 113 

Monasteries: of Beth Shean, Scythopolis, mosaic, 81—82, 
1 1(81), phylactery from, 97 n.67; of Saint Catherine, 
Mount Sinai, 2, 78, 93, 154, 5(78), 6(79), 30(92), 
18(154) 

Monasticism, 31-32 

Monophysitism, 31, 107, 108, 113 

Monothelitism, 108 

Monza ampulla, 43, 152, 15(152) 

Mosaics, 22, 25, 108; Antioch, House of the Red Pave- 
ment, 84, 17(84); Apamea, church of, 25; Constanti- 
nople, imperial palaces, 82-83, 86, 14(83); Damascus, 
Great Mosque, 158—59, 21(157); Gaza, synagogue, 87, 
24(87); Hamat Tiberias, synagogue of, 82, 12(82); 
Henchir Massaouda, 83, 16(83); Hinton Saint Mary, 
57, 85, 19,20(85); imaginary palace of Digenis Acrites, 
86; Istanbul, Kalenderhane Djami, 155, 19(155); 
Mount Sinai, Monastery of Saint Catherine, 2, 78, 93, 
154, 5(78), 6(79), 30(92), 18(154); Ravenna, Arch- 
bishop's Chapel, 44; Ravenna, Arian Baptistery, 118 
n.93; Ravenna, Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, 83-84; 
Ravenna, Sant'Apollinare in Classe, 118 n.89; Rav- 
enna, Sant'Apollinare Nuovo, 50, 118 n.93, 149, 
9(148); Ravenna, San Vitale, 48, 111; Rome, mauso- 
leum beneath Saint Peter's, 160 n.5; Rome, Santa Cos- 
tanza, 45, 52 n.45; Rome, Sant’Agnese, 150, 12(150); 
Rome, Santa Maria Maggiore, 47, 48, 49—52, 52 n.62, 
129, 15(48); Rome, Santa Pudenziana, 47, 111, 118 
n.89, 127, 13(46); Rome, Santo Stefano Rotondo, 43, 
129, 124; Rome, Tomb M of the Julii family, 110; Scy- 
thopolis, monastery of Beth Shean, 81-82, r1:(81); 
Sousse, 95 n.27; Thessalonike, Hagios Demetrios, 
148, 10(149); Trier, dining hall, 89—90, 26(89) 

Moschus, John, Spiritual Meadow, 63 

Moses, 55, 57, 61, 103; adoption of, 49; scenes from life 
of, 50; striking the rock, 3, 40, 109; and traditio legis, 
144; in Transfiguration, 2, 78, 154, 6(79), 30(92), 
16(154) 

Moslems. See Islam 

Mosques, Damascus, Great Mosque, 158—59, 21(157) 

Mount Athos, manuscript from, 82 

Mount Sinai, Monastery of Saint Catherine, 2, 78, 93, 


154, 5(78), 6(79), 30(92), 18(154) 
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Moutier-Grandval Bible, 45 

Multiplication of the loaves and fishes, 40, 110 

Muses, 76-77, 2(76) 

Musonius Rufus, 56 

Mystery cults, 1, 62, 89-90, 103, 26(89).See also specific 
cults 


N 


Nativity of Christ: illustrations of, 136,c(151), 20b(156); 
site of, 152; stories of, 111; theology of, 104, 105 

Naturns, Church of Saint Proculus, 95 n.27 

Nazareans, Gospel according to the, 114 n.10 

Neoplatonism, 13, 35, 78, 92 

Neopythagoreans, 56 

Nero, Emperor, 102 

Nestorians. See Nestorius 

Nestorius, Archbishop of Constantinople, 32, 48—49, 
77: 94 N.15 

New Testament, 60, 63, 109-10, 145—406, 155. See also 
specific figures and incidents from the New Testament 

Nicaea, Councils of: I, 31, 78, II, 108, 113 

Nicene Creed, 106 

Nicomachi family, diptych of the, 89, 25(88) 

Nicomedia, 35 

Niebuhr, Carsten, 8 

Niello inlay, 151, 155, 13(151), 205(156) 

Nika riot, Constantinople, 21 

Noah in the Ark, 109 

Noetus of Smyrna, 104 

Nonna, 58 

Nonnus, 34, 55 


O 


Obelisk of Theodosius, Constantinople, 46 

Octateuchs, 82 

Odysseus, 57, 61, 63, 64, 68 n.36 

Odyssey of Homer. See Homer 

Old Saint Peter’s, Rome. See Rome, Saint Peter’s 

Old Testament, 104; as basis for Greek thought, 55, 66 
n.17; and iconoclasm, 141; literary forms of, 60, 102, 
103. See also specific figures and incidents from the 
Old Testament 

Opus sectile, 123, 129, 135, 136 

Orants, 142, 144, 1(142), 2,3(143) 

Orcistus, Galatia, 19 

Origen, 43, 78; Against Celsus, 54; Commentaries, 56; de- 
fense of Christianity, 53-54; and Greek literature, 56, 
59; Justinian’s attack on, 12; library of, 33, 70 n.73; 
sermons of, 56; theology of, 106, 108 

Orosius, 12, 42 

Orpheus, 77, 87, 2(76), 23(87); and Christianity, 55, 87, 
88-89, 95, 142; cult of, 3; and Judaism, 55, 87, 
88-89; Testament (Diathekai) of, 87 

Ostia, mansion of Fortuna Annonaria, 135 
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P 


Palaces, Alhambra, ı32; Byzantine, 132-33; Constanti- 
nople, imperial, 44, 82-83, 86, 132-33, 14(83); of Di- 
genis Acrites, 86; Late Antique, 22, 135, 136, 138; 
Umayyad, 133 

Palatine Anthology, 64 

Palladas, 34 

Palladius, Lausiac History, 62 

Pange lingua. See Fortunatus, Venantius Passion scenes: 
on ivory panels, 112, 145, 6(146); on sarcophagi, 43, 
49, 111, 145. See also specific scenes 

Paten, from Riha, 20, 90, 153—54, 26(91), 17(153) 

Pattern books, 49 

Paul, Saint, 22, 47, 54, 56, 62, 102, 104. See also Acts of 
Paul and Thecla, and Christ delivering the law 

Paul of Samosata, bishop of Antioch, 105 

Paul the Silentiary, 63, 72 n.96 

Pegasus, 85 

Pentateuch, 55, 145 

Peri lexeon of Ammonius. See Ammonius 

Peruzzi, Baldassare, 139 n.29 

Peter, Saint, 22, 31, 47, 102; denying Christ, 40, 145, 
6(146); scenes from the life of, 4(144); taken captive, 
40; walking on the water, 109. See also Christ deliver- 
ing the law 

Phaedra, 84, 17,16(84) 

Pharmaceutical treatises. See Medical treatises 

Philo, 66 n.18 

Philoponus, Joannes, 34 

Philostratus, 61 

Photius, Patriarch, 85 

Phylacteries: bronze from Syria and Palestine, 87; from 
Monastery of Beth Shean, 97 n.67 

Physiologus, 83, 93, 15(83) 

Piazza Armerina, Sicily, villa at, 126, 135 

Piazza d'Oro, Tivoli. See Tivoli, Hadrian’s villa 

Pilate, Pontius, 101; washing his hands, 145, 6(146) 

Pindar, 55, 66 n.17 

Plaques, bronze: from Athlone, 160, 23(158); with Leda 
and the swan, 89—90; ivory: book covers, 111; with 
Crucifixion, 112; with miracles of Christ, 160, 25, 
26(159); with poets and muses, 77, 2(76); with the 
True Cross, 118 n.89 

Plates: with life of David, 2, 64; with Meleager, 93, 
29(92); Missorium of Theodosius, 22, 51 n.34, 111; 
with the True Cross, 118 n.89. See also Paten 

Plato, 54, 55, 57, 60, 63; Dialogues, 56; portrait of, 78, 
7(79); statue of, 95 n.20; Symposium, 52 

Platonism, 13, 106 

Pliska, cross from, 162 n.35, n.44 

Plotinus, 78 

Plutarch, 56 

Poets and muses, 77—78, 2(76) 

Popes. See individual names 

Porphyry, bishop of Gaza, 21, 24 
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Porphyry (Neoplatonist), 56 

Portraiture, Christian, 146—47, 149; imperial, 18 

Praetextatus, catacomb of, 116 n.70 

Praxiteles, 59 

Presentation of Christ in the Temple, 155, 162 n.35, 
13c(151), 19(155) 

Priscilla, catacomb of, 116 n.70, 117 n.82 

Proclus, 34, 45, 76, 92 

Procopius of Caesarea, 34 

Procopius Gazaeus, 34 

Prohaeresius, 58, 59, 62 

Prophets. See individual names 

Protrepticus of Clement of Alexandria. See Clement of 
Alexandria 

Psalms, 83 

Psalters, 88. See also specific psalters 

Psellos, 64 

Pseudo-Nonnus, 68 n.39 

Pseudo-Oppian, 83 

Ptolemy Handlists, 80-81, 10(80) 

Pyrrhon, 15 

Pythagorus, 59 

Pyxis, from Broude, 87, 23(87) 


Q 


Quedlinburg Itala, 49, 147, 7(147) 
Quintili, Villa dei, Rome, 135 


R 


Rabbula Gospels, 112 

Raising of Lazarus, 3, 40, 109 

Ravenna, Archbishop Chapel, 44; Arian Baptistery, 
118 n.93; Mausoleum of Galla Placidia, 83-84; Sant’ 
Apollinare in Classe, 118 n.89; Sant Apollinare Nuovo, 
48, 118 n.93, 147, 9(148); San Vitale, 45, 111, 131, 
134, 135, 12(130) 

Reims, Bern Physiologus painted ın, 85 

Reliquaries, 112, 155, 162 n.35,n.44, 162-63 n.45, 163 
n.54, 20a,b(156) 

Resurrection of Christ, 43, 49, 52 n.45, 102, 103, 145, 
8(43), 6(146). See also Women at the Tomb 

Revelations, 57, 85 

Riegl, Alois, 2 

Riha, Syria, paten from, 20, 9o, 153—54, 26(91), 17(153) 

Rings. See Jewelry 

Romanos the Melode, 63 

Rome, 32, 33, 46, 136; Arch of Constantine, 1, 2, 11, 21, 
40, 42, 46, 90, 111, 2(40), 4,6(41), 27(90); Basilica of 
Junius Bassus, 126; Basilica of Maxentius, 126; Ba- 
silica Ulpia, 126; Chapel of the Holy Cross, 136, 
19(137); Circus Maximus, 29; Column of Trajan, 49; 
Convent of SantErasmo, 136, Lateran Baptistery, 
135; mausoleum beneath Saint Peter's, 160 n.5; per- 
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sonification of, 45, 47-48; Saint Peter's, 110, 129, 133, 
195, 136, 9(128); San Clemente, 135; San Giovanni in 
Laterano, 125, 126, 127, 129, 133, 7(126), Chapel of 
the Holy Cross, 136, 19(137), fastigium, 110, 126, 138 
n.5; San Pietro in Vincoli, 135; Santa Costanza, 45, 52 
n.45; Sant'Agnese, 150, 12(150); Santa Maria Anti- 
qua, 112, 154—55; Santa Maria Maggiore, 47, 48, 
49—50, 52 n.62, 129, 135, 15(48), 10(128); Santa Pud- 
enziana, 47, 111, 118 n.89, 129, 13(46); Santa Sabina, 
112, 117 n.84; Santi Cosma e Damiano, 135; Santi 
Giovanni e Paolo, 135; Santo Stefano Rotondo, 43, 
121, 129, 124, 129, 134—35, 136—37, 1,2(122), 3,4(123), 
5(124), 6(125); Tempio della Siepe, 129; Temple of 
Minerva Medica, 132, 136, 17(133); Temple of Sat- 
urn, 135; Tomb M of the Julii family, 110; Via Salaria, 
sarcophagus from, 142, 1(142); Villa dei Quintili, 135; 
Villa of the Valerii, 136. See also Catacombs 

Rostovtzeff, M.I., 10 

Rufinus, 67 n.24 


S 


Sabellius, 104-5 

Sacrifice of Isaac, 109 

Saint Catherine, Monastery of, Mount Sinai, 2, 78, 93, 
154, 5(78), 6(79), 30(92), 18(154) 

Saint Demetrios. See Hagios Demetrios 

Saint Gall, manuscript from, 160, 24(158) 

Saint Peter's, Rome, 110, 129, 133, 135, 136, 160 n.5, 
9(128) 

Saint Proculus, Church of Naturns, 95 n.27 

Saints, equestrian, 87, 22(86) 

Saints Sergios and Bacchos, Church of, Constantinople, 
191, 133, 11(130) 

Sallustius, 35 

Samuel, First Book of, 146, 7(147) 

San Clemente, Rome, 135 

Sangallo, Giuliano da, 19(137) 

San Giovanni in Laterano, Rome, 110, 125, 126, 127, 
129, 133, 136, 138 n.5, 7(126), 19(137) 

San Lorenzo, Milan, 131, 133, 14(132) 

San Pietro in Vincoli, Rome, 135 

Santa Costanza, Rome, 45, 52 n.45 

Sant'Agnese, Rome, 150, 12(150) 

Santa Maria Antiqua, Rome, 112, 154-55 

Santa Maria Maggiore, Rome, 47, 48, 49—50, 52 n.62, 
129, 135, 15(48), ro(128) 

Sant'Apollinare in Classe, Ravenna, 118 n.89 

Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, Ravenna, 50, 118 n.93, 147, 
9(148) 

Santa Pudenziana, Rome, 47, 111, 118 n.89, 127, 13(46) 

Santa Sabina, Rome, 112, 117 n.84 

Santa Sophia, Constantinople. See Hagia Sophia 

Sant'Erasmo, Convent of, Rome, 136 

Santi Cosma e Damiano, Rome, 135 

Santi Giovanni e Paolo, Rome, 135 
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Santi Pietro e Marcellino, catacomb of, Rome, 142, 
2(143) 

Santo Stefano Rotondo, Rome, 43, 121, 123, 124, 129, 
134-35, 136-37, 1,2(122), 3,4(123), 5(124), 6(125) 

San Vitale, Ravenna, 45, 111, 131, 134, 135, 12(130) 

Sappho, 56, 76-77, 1(76) 

Saqqara, Egypt, bridal box from, 94 n.16 

Sarapis, 46 

Sarcophagi, 40 ff., Christian: 43, 109, 117 n.75; with Chi 
Rho monogram, 118 n.88, n.93; with Christ en- 
throned, 45, 49, 118 n.91, 12(45); with Christ separat- 
ing the sheep from the goats, 45, 11(45); with Christ 
treading on a lion and a snake, 44, 9,10(44); with 
Good Shepherd, 142, 1(142); with miracles of Christ 
and life of Saint Peter, 144, 4(144); with musician, 88; 
with Old and New Testament scenes, 40, 42-43, 111, 
1(40), 3,5(41); with Resurrection of Christ, 43, 52 
n.45, 8(43); with the Trinity, 113; pagan, 42, 44, 51 
n.32, 7(42) 

Saturn, Temple of, Rome, 135 

Sayings of the Fathers. See Apophthegmata Patrum 

Scriptorium, 33 

Scroll: in Christ delivering the law, 51 n.34, 144; of the 
Seven Seals, 47. See also Manuscripts 

Scythopolis, Palestine, monastery of Beth Shean, 81-82, 
11(81), 97 n.67 

Seasons, 42, 43, 57, 58, 81, 6(41) 

Second Sophistic, 55, 71 n.83 

Seeck, Otto, 9—10, 13 

Septimius Severus, 29 

Septuagint, 54, 103. See also Old Testament 

Sepulchral relief, 144—45, 5(145) 

Serapeum, Alexandria, 59 

Sermons of Origen. See Origen 

Sextus, 56 

Sibylline oracles, 56 

Sidonius Apollinaris, 76 

Silverwork: bracelet, 152, 14(151); bucket, 64; cross, 162 
n.35, n.44; dishes, 84, 112, 145, 18(84); fastigtum, 110, 
126, 138 n.5; patens, 20, 90, 153-54, 28(91), 17(153); 
plates, 2, 22, 51 n.34, 64, 93, 111, 118 n.89, 29(92); 
reliquary, 112 

Simocatta, Theophylact, 63—64; Universal History, 64 

Simplicius, Pope, 123, 136, 139 

Sixtus III, Pope, 129, 135 

Sixtus V, Pope, 136 

Smith, Adam, 8 

Socrates (Christian historian), 59, 60 

Solon, 55, 61 

Sophia, Santa, 63. See also Hagia Sophia 

Sophists, 58, 60, 61, 105 

Sophocles, 55 

Sophronius the Sophist, 63 

Sousse, Tunisia, mosaic from, 95 n.27 

Spengler, Oswald, 10-11 

Spiritual Meadow of John Moschus. See Moschus, John 

Stag and snake, battle of, 82, 83, 84, 93, 14, 15, 16(83) 
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Staurothek. See Reliquary 

Stobaeus, 56 

Stoic Manual of Epictetus. See Epictetus 

Stoics, 56, 62, 67 n.29, 106 

Stuttgart Psalter, 44 

Surveying manuals, 3 

Susanna and the Elders, 109 

Sutton Hoo ship burial, 159—60, 22(157) 

Sylvester, bishop of Rome, 20 

Symeon Stylites, Saint, 150 

Symmachi family, diptych of the, 89, 25(88) 

Symmachus (pagan), 76 

Symmachus, Pope, 136 

Symposium of Plato. See Plato 

Synagogues, 108, 126; Dura Europos, 3, 87, 108; Gaza, 
87, 24(87); Hamat Tiberias, 82, 12(82) 

Synod, 31, 32 


I 


Tapestry. See Textiles 

Tatian, 55, 56, 61, 67 n.29; Discourse to the Greeks, 56 

Tempio della Siepe, Rome, 129 

Temple of Minerva Medica, Rome, 132, 136, 17(133) 

Temple of Saturn, Rome, 135 

Tertullian, 107, 108, 109 

Testament of Orpheus. See Orpheus 

Textiles, 22; Coptic, 64, 87, 92, 22(86); Hestia Polyolbos, 
24, 91 

Theater Room, Ephesus, 84 

Thecla. See Acts of Paul and Thecla 

Themistius, 33, 34, 36 

Theodore of Studios, 163 n.48 

Theodoret, bishop of Cyrrhus, 20 

Theodoric, 11, 112 

Theodosius I, 31, 39—40, 48, 49, 145; Arch of, 48; Mis- 
sorium of, 22, 51 n.34, 111; obelisk of, 46 

Theodosius II, 30, 32, 34 

Theognis, 61 

Theogony of Hesiod. See Hesiod 

Theophilus, bishop of Alexandria, 20, 55 

Theophrastus, 95 n.20 

Theophylact Simocatta. See Simocatta, Theophylact 

Theotokos, 77, 94 n.15, 107, 111, 112, 118 n.93 

Thessalonike, Greece, 24, 45, 47; Hagios Demetrios, 
148, 10(149) 

Thomas, Saint, Incredulity of, 145, 6(146) 

Three Hebrews in the Fiery Furnace, 109 

Tivoli, Italy, Hadrian's Villa, 131—32, 133, 135; Dining 
Hall, 18(135); Piazza d'Oro, r5(132); Small Palace, 
16(133) 

Tolerance Edict of 313. See Edict of Milan 

Tombs of the Julii family, ı 10 

Torah, 103 

Tours, France, Lothair Gospels from, 45 

Toynbee, Arnold, 10, 11 

Traditio legis. See Christ delivering the law 
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Trajan, Basilica Ulpia, 126; Column of, 49 

Transfiguration, 2, 78, 93, 154, 162 n.35, 5(78), 6(79), 
30(92), 18(154) 

Trier, Germany, Basilica, 127, (127); dining hall, 89—90, 
26(89) 

Trinity, 58, 9o; representation of, 111—12; theory of, 
105, 106, 108 

Troilus, rhetoric book, 34 

Tropaeum, 43 

True Cross, 110, 111, 118 n.89, 155 

True Word of Celsus. See Celsus 

Tyche, 24 

Tyre, Basilica, 125 


U 


Umayyad caliphs, 158; palaces of, 133 
Universal History of Theophylact Simocatta. See Simo- 
catta, Theophylact 


V 


Valens, Emperor, 31, 33 

Valentinus (Gnostic), 104 

Valerii, Villa of the, Rome, 136 

Vasari, Giorgio, 1,2 

Vatican Vergil. See Vergilius Vaticanus 

Venice, library in, 33 

Vergil, 70—71 n.81, 78—79; Aeneid, 49, 52 n.62, 79, 95 
n.27, 146, 8(80); Eclogue, 78; portrait of, 78-79, 95 
n.27, 8(80) 

Vergilius Romanus, 79, 95 n.27, 8(80) 

Vergilius Vaticanus, 49, 52 n.62, 146 

Vicopisano, Pieve of, 162 n.35,n.44 

Victories, 43, 7(42) 

Vienna Genesis, 2, 4 n.5 

Vigilius, Pope, 107 

Villas, 22, 132, 135, 136, 138; Ostia, of Fortuna Anno- 
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naria, 195; Rome, dei Quintili, 135; Rome, of the Val- 
erii, 136; Sicily, Piazza Armerina, 126, 135; Tivoli, of 
Hadrian, 131—32, 133, 135, 15(132), 16(133), 18(135) 

Virgin Mary, 4, 48, 62, 63, 64, 92, 105, 110, 111, 150, 
151, 13a(151); Acathist Hymn to, 62, 63; as Theotokos, 
77, 94 n.15, 107, 111, 112, 118 n.93. See also incidents 
from the life of the Virgin 

Visitation, 162 n.35; 135(151) 

Vitae sophistarum of Eunapius. See Eunapius 

Voltaire, 7, 8 


W 


Wall paintings. See Frescoes 

Weber, Max, 10 

Wedding of Philology and Mercury of Martianus Capella. 
See Capella, Martianus 

Women at the Tomb, 151, 152, 162 n.35, r3d(151), 
16b(153) 

Wooden doors, Santa Sabina, 112, 117 n.84 

Works and Days of Hesiod. See Hesiod 

Worringer, Wilhelm, 2 
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Yahweh, 103 


Z 


Zeno, Henoticon, 107 

Zenon, Emperor, 34 

Zephyrinus, Pope, 104, 105, 109 

Zeuxippus, Baths of, 29, 30 

Zodiac, 81, 82, ro(80), r1(81), 12,13(82) 

Zoological illustrations, 80, 82-83, 93, 14,15, 16(83); 
treatises, 3, 79, 83—84 

Zosimus, 13, 34 
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